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LESSON PLAN FOR THE MORAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD 

SERIES NO. 207 

 

LESSON NO. TITLE 

1 Moral Law 

2 Moral Government 

3 The Nature and Character of God 

4 Creation of Mankind and the Fall 

5 The Atonement 

6 Reconciliation 

7 Perseverance 

  

  

  

 

It is possible that some of these lessons may take more than just one class period to 

complete. When you are teaching these lessons be sure and flow with the speed of the 

class.  Some classes will need extra time for questions and answers, others may fully 

understand and you can progress rapidly.  Don't worry about having to complete any 

lesson in just one sitting if extra, relevant, discussions arise. 

 

Remember.....your only purpose in teaching the Word of God to others is to help them to 

become strong disciples of Jesus Christ and to share His Spirit and Truth with others. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Introductory Remarks on Moral Government: 

 

What do we mean by the phrase “the moral government of God?”  It has nothing to do 

with politics.  It is a study of God’s relationship with mankind. 

 

We are freewill creatures – our natural observations and scripture affirm this truth.  We 

can choose to do one thing, or we can choose to do another thing.  We find ourselves in a 

world where we are surrounded by other freewill creatures.  Sometimes their wills agree 

with ours, and sometimes they do not.  We learn from a very early age that we are free-

will moral beings, conscious of right moral standards of behavior, and aware that we are 

responsible for the consequences of our choices. 

 

Given these realities, what is the purpose (end, goal) of any government?  Government is 

a way of taking into account not just one person’s will, but all of the people who are 

subject to that government.  If a human government is “good” (meaning that we’re not 

talking about a despot simply exerting his will on others), then its goal will be to secure 

the highest well-being of all its subjects.  Things like education, freedom, criminal 

punishment—those are not the goals of government, but are means to achieve the end.  

The only truly legitimate goal of any government is to seek the highest well-being of the 

people who are living under that government.  There are different theories of how to 

achieve that goal (monarchy, democracy, republic), but the goal is the same. 

 

How does this apply to God?  God has created all these freewill beings, and He is 

obligated to do what He can to secure the highest well-being of all.  So God’s 

government is just a way of describing the ways in which God will secure the highest 

well-being of all the people that He has created.   

 

God’s government is based on the law of love.  The greatest commandment that God has 

for us is to love God with all our heart, and to love our fellow man.  Love is a decision to 

seek what is best for others, even at the expense of something that we might want.  The 

opposite of love is selfishness, seeking what we want, even at the expense of the well-

being of others.   

 

It is important that we understand these concepts so that we do not distort the truth about 

God and how He deals with mankind.  Many people think of God as some dictator of the 

universe because He is the most powerful being, and they believe that God has set up a 

lot of arbitrary rules, and when someone breaks one of those rules, God will cast them off 

into hell simply because He is upset that He wasn’t obeyed.  This is a distortion of the 

true God, and results in people not understanding the reasons behind God’s laws, and can 

result in them rejecting the Christian religion as it is sometimes presented. 

 

 



3 

 

Moral government may be said in general terms to be a government of moral beings by 

the influence of authority.  God’s government of the universe is by seeking to influence 

freewill moral beings to act in accordance with the law of love. 

 

God establishes laws, with the goal to seek the highest well-being of all creation.  God 

declares these laws to mankind, and then He presents consequences to us.  If we obey, we 

will find blessings and rewards.  If we disobey, we will find curses and punishments.  He 

does this out of love toward us and all mankind. 

 

Any human parent can understand how this operates.  If parents allow their children to 

have whatever they want all the time, those parents will be creating a little monster of 

selfishness, and when that child is released into the world as an adult, he will cause much 

harm to those around him, and will ultimately bring himself much suffering.  If those 

parents love that child, they will seek to influence him to obey by presenting rewards and 

punishments.  When that child is released into the world as an adult, he will seek the 

highest good of those around him, and will be blessing to others, and will ultimately 

bring joy, purpose in life, and satisfaction to himself.   

 

A proper understanding of how God’s moral government operates is important to truly 

understand God’s nature and character, the true definition of sin, what it means to be 

saved from sin, whether someone can remain in sin and still be saved, what God needed 

to accomplish at the cross, and many other important doctrines about God’s relations with 

mankind. 
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LESSON 1:  MORAL LAW 

 

I.   Laws Are Rules for Actions or Behaviors 

 

A.   Natural Law  [simple cause and effect] 

 

1.  Rules of science for the physical or natural realm 

2.  Cause always determine outcome 

3.  Actions are involuntary by those things which are affected 

 

If a pencil is dropped, it will fall to the ground – the natural law of gravity.  

Dropping a pencil (the cause) results in it falling to the ground (the result).  The 

pencil has been caused (forced) to fall to the ground, and it is neither a “good” nor 

“bad” pencil for doing so. 

 

Examples of natural/physical law in scripture. 

 

*Gen 1:1-31 

*Gen 8:20-22 

Job 26:7-8,10 

Job 36:27-29 

Job 38:1,3-11 

Psa 8:3-4 

*Psa 19:1-2,6 

Psa 104:1,5-9 

Psa 119:90-91 

Psa 135:7 

*Psa 136:7-9 

Psa 147:7-9,16-18 

Psa 148:4-8 

Pro 3:19-20 

Pro 30:4 

*Ecc 1:5-7 

*Isa 40:12,22 

Isa 45:18 

Isa 48:13 

*Isa 55:10-11 

Jer 10:12-13 

*Jer 31:35 

Jer 33:25-26 

Jer 51:15-16 

Zec 12:1 

*Rom 1:19-25 

*Heb 1:10-12 

*2 Pet 3:3-7



5 

 

 

B. Spiritual Law [free will choice and accountability] 

 

1.  Rules of conscience for the moral or spiritual realm 

2.  Free-will choices always determine outcome 

3.  Actions are voluntary and decision-makers are held accountable 

 

Example:  If you tell lies then people will not trust you.  Choosing to deceive 

others (a free-will choice) results in a lack of trust (the result) – the spiritual law 

of sowing and reaping.  A person may be considered “good” or “bad” and held 

responsible for what he chooses to do.   

 

Examples of spiritual/moral law in scripture. 

 

Lev 18:5 

Lev 24:15 

Lev 26:3-10,14-18 

Deut 6:2, 24-25 

Deut 7:11-15 

*Deut 28:1-6,15-19 

*Deut 30:19 

Josh 24:15 

I Sam 2:30 

I Sam 12:14-15, 24-25 

*I Sam 15:22-23 

*I Kings 2:3 

I Chron 28:9 

II Chron 16:9 

Job 34:11-12, 23-28 

Psa 5:4-5 

*Psa 7:8-16 

Psa 9:15-16 

*Psa 18:20-26 

Psa 34:21 

*Psa 37:1-9, 11-13, 17, 34, 37-40 

Psa 62:12 

Psa 84:11 

Psa 89:31-32 

*Pro 1:24-33 

*Pro 3:1-10 

Pro 6:2,12-15 

Pro 10:24-32 

Pro 11:5-6,17-19,27,31 

*Pro 12:13-14 

Pro 13:5,21,25 

Pro 17:13 

Pro 28:10 

Pro 29:1  

*Eccl 8:12-13 

Eccl 12:13-14 

*Isa 1:19-20 

*Isa 3:10-11 

*Isa 5:18-25 

Isa 26:3, 21 

*Isa 59:1-2 

Isa 66:3-4 

*Jer 5:25 

Jer 17:7-8 

*Jer 32:19 

Ezek 11:19-21 

*Ezek 18:4, 20-32 

Ezek 33:11-20 

Obad 1:15 

*Mat 5:3-9 

Luk 6:35-38 

Luk 12:31 

*Rom 1:20-28 

*Rom 6:23 

II Cor 9:6  

*Gal 6:7-9 
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II.  Natural/Physical Law vs. Spiritual/Moral Law 

 

Example A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
George was carelessly and recklessly speeding when he crashed into John’s automobile. 

 

John experienced the results of natural/physical law as his vehicle was damaged.  But 

John did not make any free-will decisions to be blamed for the crash.  John did not 

violate any spiritual/moral laws. 

 

George experienced the results of natural/physical law upon his vehicle as he crashed into 

John.  But George did make free-will decisions that resulted in the crash, and he will be 

held responsible.  George violated spiritual/moral law by choosing to drive recklessly and 

not considering the safety of others. 

 

Policeman Dave will issue George a ticket.  He will testify in court that John is innocent 

and George is to be blamed. 

Driver #1 

John 

Driver #2 

George 

Policeman 

Dave 
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Example B 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mary was carelessly and recklessly speeding when she crashed into the automobile in 

front of her. 

 

John experienced the effects of natural/physical law as his vehicle is again damaged.  But 

John did not make any free-will decisions to be blamed for the crash.  He did not violate 

any spiritual/moral laws. 

 

George experienced the effects of natural/physical law upon his vehicle, but this time 

George did not make any free-will decisions to be blamed for the crash.  His vehicle was 

pushed into John (caused/forced) so George did not violate any spiritual/moral laws. 

 

Mary was responsible for the crash.  Mary did make free-will decisions that resulted in 

the crash, and she will be held responsible.  It is Mary who violated spiritual/moral law 

by choosing to drive recklessly and not considering the safety of others. 

 

Policeman Dave will issue Mary the ticket.  He will testify in court that John and George 

are innocent, and that Mary is to be blamed. 

 

III.  Moral Law… 

 

A.  Are standards of right and wrong behavior - Pro 6:23 

 

Moral laws are spiritual truths that help us to understand the difference between right 

and wrong thoughts and actions.   

 

B.  Are principles that govern all love relationships - Gal 5:14 

 

Moral law is based upon the ideals of how we know we ought to treat one another.  

Driver #1 

John 

Driver #2 

George 

Policeman 

Dave 

Driver #3 

Mary 
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C.  The foundation of all moral law 

 

“Master, which is the great commandment in the law?  Jesus said unto him, Thou 

shalt LOVE THE LORD THY GOD with all thy heart, and soul, and with all thy 

mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou 

shalt LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF. On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets.” (Mat 22:36-40) 

 

See also Luke 10:25-28; Lev 19:17-18,34; Deu 6:5; Rom 13:9-10; Gal 5:14 

 

Upon these truths rest all other moral law… 

 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image… 

Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain…  

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy… 

Honour thy father and thy mother… 

Thou shalt not kill.  

Thou shalt not commit adultery.  

Thou shalt not steal.  

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.  

Thou shalt not covet…” (Exo 20:3-17) 

 

D. Moral law is God’s law 

 

1. God’s law (rule of conduct) is moral law.  Holiness is perfect obedience to 

moral law. 

 

“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 

conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” (1Pe 1:15-16) 

 

“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

(Mat 5:48) 

 

*Lev 20:7 

Deu 12:28 

*Deu 18:13 

Deu 26:16 

Psa 7:17 

*Psa 11:7 

*Psa 19:8,9 

Psa 25:8 

*Psa 33:4-5 

Psa 71:16 

*Psa 92:15 

 

 

We must live 

according to all 

the moral law 

that we know. 
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Psa 96:13 

Psa 97:12 

Psa 98:2,9 

Psa 116:5 

Psa 119:137 

*Psa 145:17 

Pro 15:9 

*Isa 5:16 

Isa 45:19 

Jer 4:2 

*Jer 9:24 

Hos 14:9 

 

2.  To break God’s moral law is to sin 

 

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the 

transgression of the law.” (1 John 3:4) 

 

To sin is to, by choice, “miss the mark” or “fall short” of the truth you know. 

 

“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

 (James 4:17) 

 

3.  Sin requires 

 

a. Knowledge of truth 

 

Psa 107:11 

*Isa 30:9 

Lam 1:18 

Eze 2:7 

*Dan 9:5 

*Rom 1:18-32 

 

b. Free will (ability to choose) 

 

*Job 34:1-4 

*Psa 119:30 

Pro 3:31 

Pro 16:16 

Pro 20:11 

*Isa 66:4 

Luk 10:42 

Act 1:24 

1 Cor 1:27-28 
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c. Choice to disobey 

 

*Deu 9:24 

*Deu 31:27 

*Pro 1:29 

Pro 21:16 

Isa 65:2,12 

*Jer 5:23 

*1 Jn 2:4 

*2 Pet 2:21 

 

IV.  Moral Accountability and Responsibility 

 

A. Moral law and God 

 

1. Moral law has been eternally known and kept by God 

2. God has a full understanding of moral law, and He does only what is right 

3. The good that God knows, He always chooses to do.  He has never sinned 

4. God lives according to all moral law, and He has never known the guilt of a 

sinful conscience   

 

*Gen 18:21-32 

*Num 23:19 

*Job 34:10,12 

*Psa 33:4 

Psa 119:137 

*Psa 145:17 

Dan 9:14-15 

Hos 14:9 

*Heb 4:14-16 

1 Pet 2:21-24 

*1 Jn 1:5 

1 Jn 2:29  

 

B.  Moral law and mankind 

 

1. Moral law is gradually learned and understood by men.  In their youth, men 

begin to understand there are certain moral absolutes in regard to right and 

wrong behavior 

 

*Jer 32:30 

*Ecc 7:29 

*Rom 7:7-12 
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2. Though men have a lesser knowledge of moral law (less responsibility), yet 

they still choose to act against that good they know to do (great 

condemnation).  All men eventually choose to violate moral law. 

 

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 

way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isa 53:6) 

 

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Rom 3:23) 

 

3. All men then sense the guilt of sin in their conscience. 

 

*Rom 3:9-23 

*Gal 3:22 

*Jam 2:10 

 

C. Sin always separates mankind from God 

 

1. It was not possible for a righteous God to continue in relationship/fellowship 

with immoral men (moral law-breakers/sinners). 

 

Ezr 9:15 

*Psa 5:4 

Psa 34:16 

Psa 37:9 

*Psa 101:5,8 

*Pro 15:29 

*Isa 59:2 

*Amos 3:3 

Mar 3:24-25 

Rom 11:22 

*1 Co 6:15-17 

Heb 10:38 

1 Pet 3:12 

*1 Jn 1:6 

1 Jn 2:4,9 

*1 Jn 3:6,8-10 

1 Jn 5:18 

3 Jn 11 

 

2. For sinful men to be reconciled to God, He would need to turn the hearts of 

men from selfishness and disregard of moral law to love and adherence to 

moral law.  He does this through His great example of love and obedience in 

Jesus Christ.
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MORAL LAW QUIZ 

 

 

 Natural, 

Physical Law 

Spiritual, 

Moral Law 

Could be 

either or both 
Neither 

1.  My parents are tall, and so am I.     

2.  My parents were alcoholics so I became one as well.     

3.  I ate too much junk food now I feel sick.     

4.  He pushed me so I had to hit him back.     

5.  This economy makes me so anxious.     

6.  I’ll get the flu this year just wait and see.     

7.  I don’t believe in God because I’ve never seen Him.     

8.  We never have any money.     

9.  Noah built an ark out of gopher wood.     

10.  I have peace in my heart since I gave my life to Christ.      
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LESSON 2:  MORAL GOVERNMENT 
 

I.   Government is authority, direction, guidance, and control, and is based upon 

established rules or laws. 

 

A.   Natural Government [authority, direction, guidance, and control through simple 

   cause and effect] 

 

1.  Upholds and enforces natural, physical laws of science 

 

*Gen 1:11-12 – grass, herb, tree produces after its kind 

Pro 8:27-29 – boundaries, limitations placed upon the seas 

Psa 74:16-17 – boundaries of the land, summer and winter seasons 

Psa 148:3-6 – earth water/rain cycle established 

Jer 5:24 – early and later rains and harvest cycle 

 

2.  Outcomes are caused by a governor (the authority, force, control) 

 

*Gen 1:3 – God spoke, caused there to be light 

*Exo 14:21-22 – God caused a wind to divide the waters 

*Jos 10:8-14 – God caused hail stones also sun to stand still 

*2 Ki 20:8-11 – God causes sun to go back 10 degrees 

Psa 104:5,10,13-14 – God establishes the water/rain cycle 

Amo 5:8 – God established the heavens 

 

3.  No punishments or rewards are administered to those which are affected 

 

*Jer 10:3,5 – Idols of natural/physical wood cannot be evil of themselves  

*Jer 13:23 – Mankind cannot change or be responsible for natural makeup 

*Pro 30:24-28 – Animals have ‘some’ intelligence but not good or evil 

Luk 12:25-26 – Mankind cannot change or be responsible for natural 

makeup 

 

 

Examples of natural/physical law and government in the kingdom of God. 

 

*Gen 8:22 – seedtime and harvest, summer and winter 

Job 26:10 – the waters boundaries are set 

Psa 104:19 – the sun and moon for seasons 

Ecc 1:5-7 – rain / water cycle and jet stream 

Isa 55:10-11 – rain / water cycle 

*Jer 31:35 – solar system 

*Jer 33:25-26 – solar system 

*Heb 1:10-12 – earth, solar system 
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B. Spiritual Government [authority, direction, guidance, and control through  

   freewill choice and accountability] 

 

1. Upholds and enforces spiritual, moral laws of conscience 

 

*Joh 8:3-9 – men convicted as lawbreakers by their own conscience 

*Act 24:16 – a conscience may be void of offense 

1 Co 10:25-33 – act according to conscience 

*2 Co 4:2 – have a clean conscience 

1 Ti 1:5,19 – have a good conscience 

1 Ti 3:9 – have a pure conscience 

*1 Ti 4:1-2 – some have seared their conscience 

Tit 1:15-16 – some have defiled their conscience 

*Heb 9:1,3,8-9,11-12,14 – a conscience may be cleanse through Christ 

*Heb 10:1-4,12-14 – a conscience may be cleanse through Christ 

Heb 13:18 – desire a good conscience 

1 Pe 2:19-23 – it is praiseworthy to suffer for conscience sake 

*1 Pe 3:12-16 – follow after good to keep a good conscience 

 

2. Outcomes are determined by free will choices - not caused by a governor (the 

authority, force, control) 

 

*Deu 30:15-20 – every person must choose between good and evil 

Jos 24:15 – choose whom you will serve 

*Psa 34:12-14 – depart from evil and do good 

*Pro 1:20-33 – wisdom calls – who will chose to respond? 

Pro 3:31 – don’t choose the ways of the oppressor 

Isa 65:12 – those who chose evil 

*1 Pe 3:10-12 – if you love life choose good and not evil 

 

3. Punishments and rewards are administered based on behaviors 

 

*Exo 15:26 – if you will do what is right, I will heal you 

Deu 28:1,15,58-59 – blessings follow obedience, curses follow disobedience 

Pro 2:1-11 – walk according to knowledge and wisdom to be blessed 

*Pro 11:18 – the righteous are spared and the wicked are not 

*Mat 5:3-10 – blessings for the righteous 

Mat 19:21 – be perfect and have treasures in heaven 

Luk 6:35-38 – God will reward those who are loving, forgiving, and merciful 

*Luk 12:29-32 – seek the kingdom of God and all will be added to you 

 

Examples of spiritual/moral law and government in the kingdom of God. 

 

*Deu 16:18-20 – just judgment 

*Deu 25:1- justify righteous and condemn wicked 

Job 4:8 – reap what you sow 
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*Job 34:10-12,17-23 – God will render unto men according to their ways 

*Psa 67:4 – God judges and governs 

Psa 126:5-6 – sowing and reaping 

*Psa 146:1,7-10 – the Lord reigns and judges righteously 

Pro 11:19 – righteousness leads to life, evil to death 

Pro 22:8 – sowing and reaping 

*Isa 59:12-19 – God will recompense to every man according to his deeds 

*Jer 23:5-6 – Christ reigns and executes justice in His spiritual kingdom 

*Hos 10:12-13 – sowing and reaping 

Mat 5:7 – the merciful will obtain mercy 

Mat 6:33 – seek first kingdom and righteousness, all will be added 

Luk 18:15-17 – become a as child to enter the kingdom 

Joh 7:24 – judge righteous judgment 

Rom 5:21 – grace to reign through righteousness in your hearts 

*Rom 12:19-21 – overcome evil with good 

2 Co 9:6 – sowing and reaping 

*Gal 6:7-9 – sowing and reaping 

Col 3:15 – peace of God to rule in your hearts 
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II.  Natural/Physical Government vs. Spiritual/Moral Government 

 

Example A - Natural/Physical Government 

 

While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 

winter, and day and night shall not cease.  Gen 8:22 

 

Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: thou hast made summer and winter.  Psa 74:17 

 

Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both 

the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the 

harvest.  Jer 5:24 

 

The seasons are caused by the tilt of the Earth as it travels around the sun. The Northern 

Hemisphere is most exposed to the sun in late June, resulting in summer. In late 

December the Northern Hemisphere is least exposed to the sun, resulting in winter. 

 

 

 
 

 

God set in motion (caused) the forces governing (controlling) the changing of the 

seasons. 

 

1) the tilt in the Earth’s axis 

2) the rotation of the Earth 

3) the Earth’s orbit around the Sun 

 

This is a simple example of the natural, physical government of God. 
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Example B - Spiritual/Moral Government 

 

For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy 

rejoiceth against judgment.  Jas 2:13 

 

                                         
 
“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. And when 

he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not 

to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 

The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 

 

                    
 
“But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid 

hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, 

and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And he would not: but went and cast him into 

prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and 

told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, 

I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy 

fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should 

pay all that was due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive 

not every one his brother their trespasses.”  (Mat 18:23-35) 

 

Both God and men know and affirm there are certain absolutes regarding moral law, and 

that all moral beings ought to live by (be governed by) such principles.  It would not be 

right or good for God or mankind to reward the unmerciful or unforgiving. 

 

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if 

ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Mat 6:14-15 

 

This is a simple example of the spiritual, moral government of God. 

The Unforgiving Servant 
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III.  God – Moral Governor of the Universe 

 

A. God rules over all 

 

Psa 10:16 

Psa 45:6 

Psa 47:7 

Psa 93:1-2 

Psa 95:3-6 

Psa 96:10 

Psa 103:19

 

B. Only God is capable and qualified to govern the universe 

 

1. God is perfectly LOVING 

 

John 3:16 

Rom 5:8 

Rom 8:38-39 

II Cor 13:11,14 

Eph 2:4-5 

Eph 3:17-19 

Eph 5:1-2 

1 Th 4:9 

2 Th 3:5 

Tit 3:3-7 

1 Jn 3:1,16 

1 Jn 4:7-12,16 

 

2. God is perfectly HOLY 

 

Lev 19:2 

1 Sam 2:2 

Psa 99:5,9 

Psa 145:17 

Isa 6:3 

Isa 52:10 

Eph 4:30 

James 1:17 

1 Pet 1:15-16 

Rev 4:8 

Rev 15:4

 

3. God is perfectly RIGHTEOUS 

 

Exo 9:27 

Ezra 9:15 

Psa 7:9 

Psa 11:7 

Psa 19:9 

Psa 119:137 

Psa 145:17 

Dan 9:14 

Rom 2:5-6 

2 Th 1:4-6 

2 Ti 4:8 

Rev 16:5,7

 

4. God is perfectly MERCIFUL 

 

Exo 34:6-7 

Num 14:19 

Deu 4:31 

1 Ch 16:34 

1 Ch 21:13 

2 Ch 6:14 

Psa 86:5,15 

Psa 100:5 

Psa 103:8,17 

Psa 106:1 

Psa 116:5 

Psa 119:156 
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Psa 145:8-9 

Lam 3:22 

Dan 9:9 

Joel 2:13 

Jon 4:2 

2 Cor 1:3 

James 5:11 

1 Pet 1:3

 

5. God is perfectly JUST 

 

Deu 32:4 

Psa 37:28 

Pro 16:11 

Isa 5:16 

Isa 45:21 

Jer 23:5 

Rom 2:1-6 

Rev 15:3 

Rev 16:7

 

6. God is perfectly WISE 

 

Psa 104:24 

Pro 3:19 

Pro 21:30 

Jer 10:6-7 

Dan 2:20 

Rom 11:33-36 

Rom 16:27 

Eph 3:9-11 

1 Ti 1:17 

Jud 25

 

7. God is perfectly TRUE AND FAITHFUL 

 

Deu 7:9 

Psa 36:5 

Rom 3:4 

1 Co 1:9 

1 Co 10:13 

Heb 2:16-18 

1 Pe 4:19 

Rev 3:7,14

 

C. Since it is in the best interest (greatest good) of all creation for God to govern the 

universe, He has the moral authority or legitimacy to rule over all.  It follows then 

that God is also morally obligated to govern His creation, and for God to remain a 

good God, He must. 

 

*Gen 4:8-10 

Gen 18:17-33 

Job 34:10-12 

*Psa 9:11-12 

*Psa 58:11 

*Pro 10:3 

*Eccl 3:17 

*Jer 5:29-31 

*Jer 9:8-9 

*Eze 18:29-30 

Eze 33:17-20 

*Luk 18:7-8 

*2 Th 1:4-6 

*Heb 10:30-31 

*Rev 6:9-11 

*Rev 18:1-5 

*Rev 20:12
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D. God must govern according to moral law 

 

*Gen 18:25-26 

*Job 8:3 

*Job 34:12 

*Psa 9:7-8 

Psa 72:1-2 

 

*Psa 96:10,13 

*Psa 98:9 

*Isa 11:1-4 

Eze 18:20-30  

*Zep 3:5 

*Rom 3:5-6



22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. For the general good of His creation, God must occasionally overrule the free will 

choices of men in order to govern. 

 

1. Definition of Providence from Webster’s 1828 dictionary 

 

a. The act of providing or preparing for future use or application. 

b. Foresight; timely care; particularly, active foresight, or foresight 

accompanied with the procurement of what is necessary for future use, or with 

suitable preparation. How many of the troubles and perplexities of life 

proceed from want of providence! 

c. In theology, the care and superintendence which God exercises over his 

creatures. He that acknowledges a creation and denies a providence, involves 

himself in a palpable contradiction; for the same power which caused a thing 
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to exist is necessary to continue its existence. Some persons admit a general 

providence, but deny a particular providence, not considering that a general 

providence consists of particulars. A belief in divine providence, is a source of 

great consolation to good men. By divine providence is often understood God 

himself. 

d. Prudence in the management of one's concerns or in private economy. 

 

2. Scriptural support for providential government in the affairs of men 

 

Psa 75:7 

*Pro 21:1 

*Jer 27:5-6 

*Dan 2:21, 37-38 

*Dan 4:17, 25, 32, 35 

*Rom 13:1 

 

3. Case studies in providential government 

 

a.  Pharaoh – God punishes Egypt for her sins 

 

Exo 4:19-23 – God has plans to harden Pharaoh’s heart 

Exo 7:1-5, 8-14, 22 – God hardens Pharaoh’s heart 

Exo 8:12-15, 30-32 – Pharaoh hardens his own heart 

Exo 9:8-12, 33-35 – God hardens and Pharaoh hardens 

Exo 10:1-2, 18-20, 24-29 – God hardens Pharaoh’s heart 

Exo 11:9-10 – God hardens Pharaoh’s heart 

Exo 14:1-8, 13-18, 21-23, 26-31 – God hardens Pharaoh and Egyptians 

 

PHARAOH’S WILL OCCASIONALLY OVERRIDDEN 

 

Pharaoh was a very wicked man.  He had hardened his own heart against 

God and the Israelites long before Moses made the demand to “let my 

people go”. (Exo 1:8-22)  As the ten plagues of judgment were poured out 

upon Egypt, God occasionally hardened Pharaoh’s heart, not permitting 

him to release the Israelites until Egypt’s full judgment (ten plagues) was 

complete.  Pharaoh remained responsible for his own character. 

 

b. Jonah – God persuades Jonah to go to Nineveh 

 

Jon 1:1-5 – Jonah rebels and God sends a great wind 

Jon 1:10-12 – Jonah is tossed into the sea 

Jon 1:15,17 – Jonah swallowed by a great fish 

Jon 2:1-2, 7-10 – Jonah repents and comes out of the fish 

Jon 3:1-5, 10 – Jonah obeys the Lord, people repent, God spares Nineveh 

Jon 4:1-4, 6-11 – Jonah’s pride and anger, God teaches Jonah about mercy 
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JONAH’S WILL NEVER OVERRIDDEN 

 

As a prophet of the Lord, Jonah was obligated to go to Nineveh as 

commanded.  When he disobeyed, God made it increasingly difficult for 

Jonah to continue in his rebellion.  God moved providentially upon the sea 

and prepared a great fish to swallow him up, but God did not override 

Jonah’s will.  His will remained free.  In the belly of the fish, Jonah 

repented and chose to obey the Lord.  Jonah remained responsible for his 

own character. 

 

c. Nebuchadnezzar – God teaches Nebuchadnezzar humility 

 

Dan 4:19-37 – Nebuchadnezzar lives as a beast in the field until humbled 

 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S WILL OVERRIDDEN 

 

At the beginning of his reign, God showed Nebuchadnezzar how He raised 

him up to be the king of nations.  Later, Nebuchadnezzar’s pride 

convinces God to bring chastisement upon him.  God overrides 

Nebuchadnezzar’s will, causing him to live as a madman in the field as 

judgment.  When the judgment is complete, his free will was restored.  

Nebuchadnezzar remained responsible for his own character. 

 

d. Judas – Judas chooses to betray Christ, God then directs how it will happen 

 

Mar 3:14-19 – Judas was ordained and ministered for Christ 

Mar 14:10-11 – Judas sought how he might conveniently betray him 

John 6:63-71 – Jesus knew “from the beginning” (when Judas fell away) 

John 12:4-8 – Judas backslides prior to betraying Christ 

John 13:1-2 – Satan then persuades Judas to betray Christ 

John 13:18-30 – Jesus reveals what was now in Judas’ heart 

John 18:1-5 – Judas betrays the Lord 

Act 1:16 – David spake concerning Judas (betrayer-type) in Psa 41:9 

Act 1:17-19 – Death of Judas 

Act 1:20 – David prophesied that the ungodly (betrayer-types) will be cut 

off in Psa 69:25 and Psa 109:8 

Act 1:21-26 – Matthias to minister and testify of the Lord 

 

JUDAS’ WILL NEVER OVERRIDDEN 

 

As chosen by God to be one of Christ’s closest companions (original 

twelve disciples), Judas was a very good and upright man.  Later, Judas 

corrupted himself and became a thief.  He decided to betray Christ for 

thirty pieces of silver.  The Holy Spirit revealed Judas’s spiritual condition 

to Jesus at each step of his backsliding enabling Jesus to foretell his next 



25 

 

action.  Old Testament prophesies of betrayal are re-fulfilled in Judas as 

he chose to fight against God.  Judas remained responsible for his own 

character. 

 

e. Peter – God reveals to Peter the condition of his own heart 

 

Luk 22:31-34 – Jesus prays for Peter and reveals his heart to deny  

(all the disciples would deny him in Mat 26:33) 

Luk 22:54-62 – God brings about the opportunity for Peter to test his faith, 

Peter denies Christ and the weeps bitterly in repentance 

Act 1:13-15 – Peter is a leader in the church after his conversion 

2 Pe 1:14 – Born-again and spirit-filled, Peter is now willing to be 

martyred for Christ 

 

PETER’S WILL NEVER OVERRIDDEN 

 

Before his conversion and without the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Peter 

could be bold for a moment but he often lacked the faith to endure through 

temptation (e.g. walking on water).  Jesus understood Peter’s lack of faith 

and inability to stand.  Jesus foretold Peter’s denial, and God arranged 

three tests to show Peter the condition of his heart and faith.  Peter 

remained responsible for his own character. 
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MORAL GOVERNMENT QUIZ 

 

 

The following is an example of… 

Natural 

Physical 

Gov’t 

Spiritual 

Moral 

Gov’t 

 

 

Neither 

1)  God causes the president to sign an executive order in 

answer to prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2)  God establishes gravity as a force to govern His 

creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3)  God sets up the basest of men to rule as a judgment 

for sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4)  God causes (forces) a man to be saved (born-again).    

5)  God causes a donkey to speak.    

 

Please circle or highlight the BEST answer… 

 

6)  God is best qualified to be Moral Governor of the Universe based upon His 

ALMIGHTY POWER / PERFECT HOLINESS. 

7)  All that God does is good because He is GOOD / GOD. 

8)  Men are saved (born-again) by Divine 

PROVIDENTIAL CAUSATION / INFLUENCE & PERSUASION. 

9)  God does HAVE / NOT HAVE moral obligations. 

10)  Rewards DO / DO NOT come upon men when God causes them to act 

providentially. 

 

True or False 

 

___  11)  God has changed His mind (changed His plans based upon the choices of men). 

___  12)  Judas was chosen by God to betray the Lord. 

___  13)  God always gets everything that He wants or desires. 

___  14)  God does not hold men responsible for what He causes (forces) them to do. 

___  15)  God caused Peter to deny Christ for His glory. 

___  16)  God governs in mysterious seemingly arbitrary ways. 

___  17)  God governs according to Moral Law His righteousness to uphold. 

___  18)  We should not say God has moral obligations as it would “put God in a box”. 

___  19)  To sin is to fall short of keeping one’s moral obligations. 

___  20)  Every moral being is obligated to live according to the truth that he knows. 
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LESSON 3:  THE NATURE AND CHARACTER OF GOD 

 

I. The Nature of God 

 

 God’s nature is what and who He is by His very existence.  God possesses these 

natural attributes without any choice involved on His part.  This is who God is 

simply in being. 

 

A. God is a TRINITY consisting of three spirit beings. 

 

1. The TRINITY in scripture. 

 

*Gen 1:1, 26 

Gen 6:3 

*Gen 22:8,12 

*Psa 16:10, 110:1 

Isa 6:3,8 

Isa 63:8-11 

*Mat 3:15-17 

Mat 11:27 

*Mat 28:19 

Luk 3:21-22 

*Luk 11:13 

*Joh 3:34 

*Joh 8:15-18 

*Joh 15:26 

*Act 4:24-30 

*Rom 8:26-27 

*1 Cor 15:25-28 

*Eph 1:17 

*Eph 4:4-6 

*Rev 5:13 

 

2. Each spirit-person is deity (God), and each possesses a separate 

 will, mind, and emotion. 

 

 

 B. God is ETERNAL (without beginning or end). 

 

The Godhead live in a sequence of time (past, present, future) without 

beginning or end.  It is evident that God lives in time since He experiences 

pleasure and grief and surprise (observing the unexpected), and responds 

to free-will choices of other spirit beings, changing plans as necessary.  

The following verses describe the type of eternal existence God has had. 

 

*Gen 6:5-6 (changed mind) 

*Gen 21:33 (eternal) 

*Exo 32:7-14 (observes) 

Deu 9:18-19,25 

       (changed mind) 

*Deu 33:27 (eternal) 

*1 Sa 2:30-35 

      (changed mind) 

*1 Sa 15:10-11,23 

      (changed mind) 

*2 Sa 12:13-16,22  

      (able to change mind) 

The Father The Son - Jesus The Holy Spirit 

Gen. 6:6 (emotion) Luk 22:42 (will) Eph 4:30 (emotion) 

Isa 1:18 (mind) John 2:13-17 (emotion) Rom 8:26-28 (mind) 

Rom 12:2 (will) 1 Cor 2:16 (mind) 1 Cor 12:11 (will) 
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*Psa 90:2 (eternal) 

Psa 93:2 (eternal) 

*Psa 95:9-11 (observes) 

*Psa 102:24-27 (eternal) 

*Isa 1:18 (lives in time) 

Isa 9:6 (eternal) 

*Isa 57:15 (eternal) 

Jer 29:11 (lives in time) 

*Jon 3:4,10 (changed mind) 

*Jon 4:2 

       (able to change mind) 

*Luk 15:7,10 (lives in time) 

*1 Th 4:16-17 (lives in time) 

*1 Ti 1:17 (eternal) 

*Rev 1:8 (eternal) 

*Rev 4:8 (eternal)

 

 C. God is OMNIPRESENT (everywhere at all times) 

 

*Psa 139:7-10 

*Jer 23:24 

Acts 17:24 

 

 D. God is OMNIPOTENT (can do all that can be done) 

 

1.  God is called Almighty (having all might or power) 

 

 Gen 17:1 

 Gen 35:11 

 Job 40:1-2 

 *Psa 91:1 

 2 Co 6:17-18 

 *Rev 4:8 

 *Rev 15:3 

 *Rev 19:6 

 

2.  God has all power 

 

 *1 Ch 29:10-13 

 2 Ch 20:4-6 

 Ps 21:13 

 *Ps 62:11 

 Jer 51:15 

 Mat 6:13 

 Mat 22:29 

 *Mat 28:18 

 *Rom 1:20 

 *Rom 13:1 

 

3.  Nothing is impossible for God.  He will accomplish all He purposes to 

do. 

 

 *Gen 18:10-14 

 1 Sa 14:6 

 *Job 42:1-2 

 *Psa 115:3 

 *Isa 46:9-11 

 *Isa 50:2 

 Jer 32:17, 26-27 

 *Mat 19:26 

 Luk 1:36-37 

  

 

4.  What is NOT meant by omnipotence 

 

a. God “cannot” do illogical things 
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“By the omnipotence of God is meant:  not an ability to 

perform contradictions, but an ability to accomplish whatever 

is an object of physical power.”  (Finney, Heart of Truth, 

Bethany House, p 75). 

 

In other words, God is all-powerful because he has the power 

to do all things that are doable. 

 

God cannot do things that are logically contradictory or 

absurd.  God is a being of logic and reason.  (Isa 1:18 “Come 

now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord”).  Because 

God cannot deny himself (2 Tim 2:13), God cannot be 

illogical.  This is not a limitation on God’s power, but is 

simply a function of the nature of logic and reason. 

 

Some examples: 

 

Can God create a rock so heavy that He cannot lift it? 

Can God make a triangle with 4 sides? 

Can God cease being God? 

 

b. God “cannot” do things contrary to His nature and character 

 

Things the Bible says God “cannot” do 

 

(1)  God cannot deny Himself (2 Tim 2:13) 

(2)  God cannot look (with approval) on evil (Hab 1:13) 

(3)  God cannot lie (Tit 1:2; Heb 6:18) 

(4)  God cannot be tempted to sin (Jas 1:13) 

 

Again, these are not limitations on God’s power, but are 

simply a function of His nature and character.  God “cannot” 

lie and still be the God of all truth.  His chosen character 

prevents Him from lying.  This is similar to what is meant 

when the Bible says that someone who is born of God 

“cannot” sin (1 Joh 3:9)—it means that if they commit sin, 

they cease being a “born one” of God (you cannot sin and be a 

person born of God at the same moment in time).   

 

c. God (and His word) can be “limited” through our unbelief 

 

Psa 78:41 

Mar 6:5 

Heb 4:2 

 

E. God is OMNISCIENT (knows all that can be known) 
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 1. God’s understanding / knowledge is perfect 

 

  Job 37:16 

  Psa 147:4-5 

  Pro 3:19-20 

  Pro 21:30 

  Isa 40:13-14 

  Isa 40:25-28 

  Jer 10:6-7 

  Joh 16:30 

  Rom 11:33-36 

  Col 2:3 

  1 Jo 3:20 

 

 2. God knows (sees, observes) all that occurs 

 

  1 Sa 2:3 

  Job 34:21-25 

  Psa 33:13-15 

  Psa 94:6-11 

  Pro 5:21 

  Pro 15:3 

  Jer 23:24 

  Jer 32:19 

  Mat 6:1-6 

  Mat 10:29-31 

  Heb 4:13 

 

 3. God knows (perceives) our thoughts and intentions of heart 

 

  *1 Ki 8:39 

  *1 Ch 28:9 

  *Psa 44:21 

 *Psa 139:1-6 (note also 

v.16 does not refer to 

future days, as NIV 

translates) 

  Isa 66:18 

  *Eze 11:4-5 

  Mat 6:7-8 

  *Luk 16:15 

  *Joh 2:23-25 

  Joh 21:17 

  Acts 1:24 

 

 4. What is NOT meant by omniscience 

 

  a. God cannot know things that are unknowable 

 

Just as God’s omnipotence allows God to do all things that are 

doable, so His omniscience allows Him to know all things that are 

knowable.  Some things are not knowable because they are 

irrational, illogical, or self-contradictory.  For example, does God 

know the weight of the rock that he can make, but not pick up?  

Such a question is nonsense.  Similar examples would include: 

    

   Does God know any married bachelors? 

   Does God know what the color purple smells like? 

   Does God know when He first started to exist? 
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b. God cannot know things that are incompatible with His nature and 

character.  Again, this is not a weakness.  It is a simply logical 

given who God is (nature) and who He chooses to be (character). 

 

Does God personally know the sensation / what it feels like to sin? 

Does God know the resulting guilt of a sinful conscience? 

Has God ever experienced doubt and unbelief? 

Does God know what it is like to have no hope (no expectation of 

good ever)? 

Does God personally know eternal torment? 

 

c. The Bible also affirms that God does not know the future freewill 

choices of men and women.  The future is not a fixed entity that is 

subject to being known.  Rather, the future does not yet exist.  It is 

open to various possibilities, depending on the choices of free 

moral agents.  God knows our thoughts when we think them, but 

not before we bring them into existence. 

God knows all that is knowable.  However, it is not possible to 

know or understand something that does not exist.  This is not a 

limitation or weakness for God.  This is just simple, logical, and 

intelligent reasoning.  God cannot do the non-sensible, illogical, 

and non-rational (to create a round square).  Neither can God know 

something that would be non-sensible, illogical, and non-rational 

(to know the future freewill choices of men).  A fixed future would 

negate the reality of free will. 

The following passages reveal that God does not know the future 

freewill choices of men. 

 

   *Gen 2:19 

   *Gen 18:20-21 

   *Gen 22:10-12 

   *Exo 4:8-9 

   *Exo 13:17 

   *Exo 16:4 

   Deu 8:2 

   Deu 13:1-3 

   Jud 2:20-23 

   Jud 3:1-4 

   *2 Ch 32:31 

   Isa 5:1-7 

   *Isa 63:8-10 

    

  

Jer 3:6-7 (literally, “she 

will return to me” 

but she did not) 

  Jer 7:30-31 

  Jer 19:5 

  *Jer 32:35 

  *Jer 36:2-3, 7 

  *Eze 2:3-7 

  *Eze 12:2-3 

  Hos 8:5 

  Mar 13:32 

 (also 2 Pet 3:9) 

*Luk 18:8 

  Rev 3:5 

  (also Exo 32:33) 
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d. The Bible also teaches us that God has "repented" or changed His 

mind many times.  God's nature and character will never change.  

He is always good, holy, perfect, righteous, and just.  In regard to 

these essential character traits, God will never change (I am the 

Lord, I change not).  However, God has needed to alter His plans 

regarding mankind many, many times.  Since God does not know 

the future freewill choices of mankind, He must respond and alter 

His plans according to the obedience or disobedience of men.   

 

   *Gen 6:5-8 

   *Exo 32:11-14 

   Num 11:1-2 

   Num 14:11-13 

   *Deu 32:36 

   *Jud 2:18 

   *1 Sa 2:30 

   1 Sa 13:13-14 

   *1 Sa 15:10-11, 35 

   *2 Sa 24:12-16 

(also 1 Chr 21:9-15) 

  *2 Ch 12:5-8 

  *Psa 90:13 

*Psa 106:23, 29-30, 44-45 

  Psa 135:14 

  *Jer 15:6 

  *Jer 18:7-10 

*Jer 26:2-3, 12-13, 18-19 

  *Jer 42:9-10 

  *Joe 2:12-14 

  *Amo 7:1-6 

  *Jon 3:1-10; 4:1-2 

 

 5. Prophecy and Omniscience 

 

a. Many people point to prophecy as evidence that God knows the 

future.  They argue that if God is able to foretell future events, then 

He must know the future as fixed outcomes.  This view may be 

illustrated as follows: 

 

Hebrew word translated 

as repented is NACHAM 

 

to breathe strongly (a sigh) 

to be sorry / have regrets 

sadness due to disappointment 
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b. The Bible reveals that God can foretell future events without 

knowing the future as fixed outcomes (because the future does not 

yet exist and is not subject to knowledge).  First, God’s perfect 

knowledge of the thoughts and intentions of a man’s heart TODAY 

enables Him to predict with amazing accuracy what that man will 

do in the FUTURE given a particular circumstance.  Here are some 

examples of this type of prophecy: 

 

*Deu 31:19-21 (God knows that the Israelites will rebel 

against Him down the road, because He 

knows their imaginations “even now”) 

*1 Sa 23:10-13 (David asks what Saul and the men of 

Keilah will do in the future; God reveals it 

to David; David adjusts his plans to avoid 

that outcome.  Note—future was not fixed) 

*Luk 22:31-34 (Jesus knew the condition of Peter’s heart  

and how Peter would respond to the 

temptation) (also Jn 13:37-38) 

   *Joh 16:33  (God knows believers will suffer tribulation) 

   *1 Pet 1:2  (God foreknows HOW people will be saved) 

 

 This type of prophecy can be illustrated as follows: 

 

GOD 

SEES 

PAST PRESENT FUTURE 

Wrong Explanation of Prophecy 
(God sees the future as fixed events) 

PROPHET FUTURE 

EVENT 
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c. The second way that God foretells future events is the most 

common in scripture.  God announces in advance what He plans to 

do, and then at the right time, He acts to fulfill His plan.  This 

includes times when God acts providentially to control the actions 

of men as we have previously studied.  Here are some examples of 

this type of prophecy: 

 

   *Isa 42:9  (speaking of the future new covenant) 

   *Isa 44:28; 45:1-5,13 (God foretelling how He will direct Cyrus) 

   *Isa 46:9-11  (God declares the end from the beginning by  

      speaking and then bringing it to pass) 

   *Isa 48:3-5  (God declares beforehand then does it) 

   *Jer 25:11-13  (70 Years of Babylonian Captivity) 

   *Dan 2:21, 31-45 (Prophecy of World Powers) 

   *Dan 9:25-27  (490 Year Prophecy until Messiah) 

   Matt 17:27  (Coin in the  mouth of the fish) 

   Acts 5:8-10  (Peter announces God’s judgment) 

   *Acts 15:18  (Known to God are all his works) 

 

   This type of prophecy can be illustrated as follows: 

GOD 

Sees & 

Speaks 

PRESENT 
(Man’s intention) 

FUTURE 
(Man’s freewill action) 

How Prophecy Really Works #1 
(God sees the plans/intentions of the heart 

and foretells what a man will choose to do) 

PROPHET FUTURE 

EVENT 
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II. The Character of God 

 

God’s character is what and who He is by His choice.  God possesses these 

character (moral) attributes by His own free will.  This is who God chooses to be. 

 

God always maintains a perfect moral balance of these virtuous character traits. 

 

A. God is ONE (always united in agreement) 

 

*Deu 6:4 

Mar 12:29 

*Joh 10:30 

*Joh 17:11,21-22 

Rom 3:30 

Jam 2:19 

*1 Jo 5:7 

 

B. God is LOVING (always seeks highest good for all) 

 

Rom 8:35-39 

2 Co 13:11 

*Eph 2:4-5 

*Eph 3:17-19 

*1 Jo 3:1,16 

*1 Jo 4:7-11,16 

 

C. God is HOLY (perfectly obedient to all moral law) 

 

*1 Sa 2:2 

Psa 99:9 

Isa 6:3 

*1 Pe 1:15-16 

Rev 4:8 

*Rev 15:4 

 

PAST PRESENT FUTURE 

How Prophecy Really Works #2 
(God announces what He will do) 

PROPHET FUTURE 

EVENT 

GOD 

Speaks 

GOD 

Acts 
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D. God is RIGHTEOUS (always does what is right) 

 

*Psa 11:7 

*Psa 145:17 

Dan 9:14 

Mat 6:33 

*Heb 1:8-9 

Rev 16:5 

 

E. God is JUST (always does what is fair and equitable) 

 

Isa 45:21 

*Eze 18:29 

*Zep 3:5 

Rom 2:11 

Col 3:23-25 

*1 Pe 1:17 

Rev 15:3 

 

F. God is MERCIFUL (always wanting to forgive) 

 

Exo 34:6 

*Neh 9:16-17,30-31 

Psa 86:15 

Psa 116:5 

*Psa 136:2 

Rom 11:32 

Heb 2:17 

*1 Pe 1:3 

 

G. God is TRUTHFUL (lives according to all knowledge) 

 

Deu 32:4 

Psa 31:5 

Isa 65:16 

*Joh 14:6 

*Joh 16:13 

*Rom 2:2 

 

H. God is WISE (perfectly applies knowledge) 

 

Dan 2:20 

*Rom 11:33 

Rom 16:27 

*1 Co 1:21 

1 Ti 1:17 

*Jud 1:25 

 

I. God is PATIENT (longsuffering) 

 

Num 14:18 

*Rom 2:3-4 

Gal 5:22-23 

Col 3:12-13 

*1 Ti 1:16 

*2 Pe 3:9,15 

 

 J. God is FAITHFUL (always keeps His word) 

*Deu 7:9 

Isa 25:1 

*Lam 3:22-23 

*1 Co 1:8-9 

*1 Co 10:13 

1 Th 5:23-24 

*2 Th 3:2-3 

Heb 10:23 
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NATURE AND CHARACTER OF GOD QUIZ 

 

 

The following is an example of… 

God’s 

Nature 

 

God’s 

Character 

 

 

Neither 

1)  God is holy.    

2)  God is omnipotent (almighty).    

3)  God is a spirit.    

4)  God is plenteous in mercy.    

5)  God knows our thoughts.    

 

Please circle or highlight the BEST answer… 

 

6)  God lives IN / OUT of time.  

7)  God HAS / HAS NEVER been surprised. 

8)  God CAN / CANNOT have a new thought. 

9)  Prophesy, according to scripture, leaves the future OPEN / CLOSED / SOMETIMES 

OPEN AND SOMETIMES CLOSED in regard to the decisions of men. 

10)  God CAN / CANNOT exist in every moment of time simultaneously. 

 

True or False 

 

___  11)  God does not have a free will. 

___  12)  The nature of God is what He is without any decision on His part. 

___  13)  God never changes in any way what-so-ever! 

___  14)  The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit choose to remain one (united). 

___  15)  God is good by choice. 

___  16)  Prophecy is ALWAYS fulfilled by God forcing His way upon men. 

___  17)  God’s character is determined by the decisions He makes. 

___  18)  God never changes in regard to His nature and character. 

___  19)  Due to His providential actions, sometimes God is responsible for the character 

of men. 

___  20)  In response to the free will choices of men, God sometimes changes His mind 

regarding His plans. 
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LESSON 4:  CREATION OF MANKIND AND THE FALL 

 

I. The Nature of Mankind 

 

 A man’s nature is what and who he is by his very existence.  Mankind possesses 

these natural attributes without any choice involved on his part.  This is who a 

man is simply in being. 

 

Mankind is triune in nature (consisting of three parts).  He is a spirit, made in the 

image (likeness) of God.  He has a soul, and he lives within a body. (*1 Th 5:23; 

*Heb 4:12) 

 

A. Man is a spirit created in the image or likeness of God. (Gen 1:26-27) 

 

1. He has a MIND to think thoughts, reason, and be logical.    

 

Isa 1:18; *26:3  *Rom 12:2 

 

2. He has a FREE-WILL to make choices, decisions, and judgments. 

 

*Isa 1:19-20   Psa 119:11 

 

3. He has a MEMORY to remember past experiences, good or bad, 

and to aid and assist.    

 

*Ecc 12:1   *Joh 16:4 

 

4. He has an IMAGINATION to picture people, places or things, to 

view without actual sight.

 

*Gen. 6:5   *Rom 1:21 

 

5. He has a CONSCIENCE to measure what the mind knows against 

what the will is doing with it.   

 

Rom 1:18-20; *2:14,15  *James 4:17   

*Rom 9:1 1 Jo 3:4

 

B. Strictly speaking, the soul of a man is the center for experiencing natural 

appetites, desires, and emotions.  However, many times soul is used for 

the entire person of a man – “eight souls were saved” (1 Pe 3:20) 

 

1. Natural appetites (eat, sleep, etc.) 

 

*Exo 17:3    *Mar 4:36-39 

*Mat 4:2; *2:1   *Joh 19:28 

PNEUMA 

 

Rational, 

intelligent, 

part of man 

PSUCHE 

 

Animal, 

sentient 

part of man 
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*Mat 26:40,43-45   

 

 

2. Natural desires (marry, have children, etc.) 

 

Psa 113:9   *1 Co 7:6-9 

*Mar 10:6-8   1 Ti 5:14 

 

3. Natural emotions (sorrow, joy, etc.) 

 

Gen 42:21   *Eph 4:26 

Mat 2:1-2,10    

*Mat 28:5-8    

*2 Pe 2:8 

 

C. Man has a body suitable for living on earth, the world which was prepared 

for him. 

 

Psa 139:14   *1 Co 9:27 

Luk 12:4   Heb 10:5 

Joh 2:18-21   *Jam 2:26 

*1 Co 6:19-20    

 

 

 

II. The Character of Mankind 

 

A man’s character is what and who he is by his choice.  Mankind possesses all 

character (moral) attributes by their own free will.  This is who a man chooses to 

be. 

 

A. A man is born innocent.  He is not holy (loving) as he has not made any 

conscious decision to be virtuous.  He is not sinful (selfish) as he has not 

made any conscious decision to be evil.   

 

1. Scripture proof that men are born innocent.  

 

*Due 1:39   *Rom 9:11 

*2 Ki 14:6   *Mat 19:14 

2 Ki 21:16   *Mat 18:3 

2 Ki 24:4   *Mar 10:13-16 

*Ecc 7:29   *Luk 18:16-17 

*Eze 18:19-20    

Joe 3:19 

    

SOMA 

 

Flesh body 

of man  



40 

 

2. Most of the church does not understand what sin is.  According to 

scripture, sin is a choice of the will to act contrary to the good you 

know to do (Jam 4:17).  It is a conscious choice to walk in 

selfishness instead of love.  Since most people do not understand 

God’s definition of sin, they often misinterpreted scripture and 

believe children are born sinners.   

 

Psa 51:5 – David’s mother was in a state of sin 

Psa 58:3 – Obviously an exaggeration for effect (hyperbole)                   

since babies cannot speak.  Men quickly enter into sin. 

Eph 2:3 – A man’s sinful nature is of his own making, and by his 

own choice, he may become a partaker of the divine 

nature as well. (2 Pe 1:4) 

Job 14:4 – Of a truth, sinful men will raise up/ train up other sinful                   

men.  This does not mean that children are sinners by                   

blood at birth; otherwise one might question Jesus’                   

sinless-ness or be tempted to create other blasphemous                   

doctrines like the immaculate conception of Mary.  

Job 15:14 – This again only testifies to the fact that all men will 

choose to sin (Rom 3:23), not that they were born in a 

sinful condition. 

Rom. 5:12, 18-19 – To be fair with this passage, one must 

understand that men follow after Adam by free-will 

choice just as they may follow after Christ.  Adam didn’t 

cause ALL men to be sinners any more than Jesus 

caused ALL men to be saved.  A man becomes a sinner 

by following after Adam’s example, and a man becomes 

a saint by following after Christ! 

                   

B. A man must learn enough good (moral law or spiritual truth) to make a 

decision for which he may be held accountable then he may be considered 

holy or sinful.  This is commonly referred to as “reaching an age of 

accountability”. 

 

*Gen 8:21   *Isa 7:15-16 

*Deu 1:39   *Eze 18:2-4, 20,29-30   

II Ch 25:4   *Rom 9:11    

*Psa 53:3   *Jud 10 

 

A man’s character is the result of his own free will decisions – good/evil. 

 

Gen 8:21   Psa 53:3 

Exo 32:7-8   Isa 7:15-16 
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III. The Fall of Mankind 

 

A. The First Man and Woman 

 

1. Adam and Eve were created as full-grown, mature human beings 

with completely developed spiritual capacities - mind, reason, 

intellect, conscience, etc (Gen 1:26-29). 

2. Adam and Eve were created in a state of spiritual innocence – 

having not yet expressed their own wills for either good or evil 

(they were without shame - Gen 2:25). 

3. God set out to train Adam and Eve to know the good that they 

should do, moral law (Gen 2:15-17). 

4. As they began to exercise their own wills to walk in obedience to 

moral law, they began to develop into righteousness, virtuous 

character (Gen 2:19-20). 

5. Being tempted by Satan, Eve chose to sin.  She gave the fruit to 

Adam (tempting him), and Adam then also chose to act contrary to 

known moral law (Gen 3:1-6). 

6. Immediately, the sensed the awful guilt of sin in their consciences 

(Gen 3:7). 

7. Instead of running to God and confessing their sins, they tried to 

run away and hide from Him (Gen 3:8). 

8. When confront by God, Adam does not take responsibility for his 

sin but blames God and Eve.  Eve does not take responsibility but 

blames the serpent, Satan (Gen 3:12-13).  As moral governor, God 

must bring judgment. 

9. To uphold His moral law and show mankind the terrible 

consequences of sin, God must separate Himself from Adam and 

Eve, spiritual death, for He cannot condone (show approval 

towards) this behavior.  Mankind is expelled from paradise and 

will age and die - physical death.  (Gen 3:14-24) 

  

B. Mankind after Adam and Eve 

 

1. God said that He does not hold men responsible for the sins of 

their parents - Adam and Eve (Eze 18:1-3,20).  That would be 

unjust.  Only the soul of the one who actually commits the sin shall 

die. 

2. Babies are born in a start of innocence, neither good or evil (Rom 

9:11) 

3. Babies lack the spiritual maturity, mental capacity, to 

know/understand right from wrong, moral law (Isa 7:16). 

4. As children learn moral law and understand the consequences of 

their actions then they become accountable before God (Jam 4:17). 
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5. All mankind will choose to sin (Rom 3:23) following the example 

of the first man and woman (Rom 5:17-19).  This is a great 

mystery to God (Eze 33:11, 2 Th 2:7) since there is no rational 

explanation.  Sin is absolute insanity!  There are many influences 

upon men to persuade them to sin (1 Jn 2:15-17), but there is no 

power than can actually cause him to sin.  There is no excuse for 

sin (Rom 2:1). 

6. All men die spiritually when they choose to disobey the good they 

know to do and choose selfishness instead (Rom 6:23). 
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LESSON 5:  THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST 

 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 

for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 

his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but 

we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 

atonement. (Rom 5:8-11) 

 

Atonement means "at-one-ment." 

This is the state of being at one -- or reconciled -- with God. 

 

Atonement theories are attempts to explain why Jesus came to earth, and why he 

had to suffer and die before God would forgive/pardon sin and be 

reconciled with mankind. 

 

Various Theories of the Atonement 

 

Group Most commonly accepted theory  

Roman Catholic Church Satisfaction Theory [God’s honor is satisfied] 

 Mankind owes a “debt” to God because we have 

dishonored Him. 

 God’s wrath, pride, and the need to satisfy His honor 

prevent Him from simply forgiving us. 

 Jesus paid our “debt” by suffering and dying on the 

cross and restoring God’s honor. 

 God was appeased and satisfied by Christ’s act of 

love. 

 God then forgave mankind offering us salvation.   

 

Reformed Protestants / 

“Calvinist” 

Penal Substitution Theory [Jesus literally paid it all] 

 God wasn't willing to forgive mankind outright. 

 God was willing to accept the punishment of Jesus as 

a substitute. 

 Jesus literally took upon Himself the exact full 

suffering and torment that all* of mankind would 

have endured for eternity. 

 In this way, Jesus “paid” the full penalty for us. 

 

*Some believe Jesus suffered the penalty for all sin 

making salvation available to all mankind.  Others 

believe He suffered the punishment of only the elect 

(those He intended to save). 
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Lutherans / 

Eastern Orthodox 

Church  

Christus Victor Theory [Christ tricked the devil] 

 Adam and Eve made mankind subject to the Devil 

during the Fall. 

 God sent Christ as bait for Satan. 

 Not knowing Christ couldn't die permanently, the 

Devil killed Jesus. 

 Christ rose from the dead victorious over Satan. 

 In the process Satan lost all rights to mankind 

following the Resurrection. 

 Similar to Ransom Theory 

 

Word-Faith Movement  Ransom Theory [Christ given as ransom to Satan] 

 Adam and Eve sold mankind over to the Devil at the 

time of the Fall. 

 Justice required that the Devil be paid a ransom to 

free us. 

 God negotiated a deal with the Devil tricking him into 

accepting Christ's death as a ransom. 

 The Devil did not realize that Christ could not be held 

in the bonds of death. 

 Once the Devil accepted Christ's death as a ransom, 

justice was satisfied and God was able to free us from 

Satan's grip. 

 

Moral Government / 

Holiness 

Moral Theory [Christ died as a substitute to uphold justice] 

 Men do not inherit a sinful nature but become sinners 

by their own free-will choice. 

 God’s problem with reconciliation to mankind was 

moral in nature.  The character of men would have to 

be transformed from selfishness to love. 

 The substitutionary death of Christ satisfied all Divine 

requirements for mercy and justice allowing for 

reconciliation between God and men. 

 Through the great loving example of Jesus Christ at 

the cross, God is able to persuade men to wholly 

repent (turn) from their sins to righteousness. 

 Jesus did not suffer the exact full punishment due to 

all sinners, but His death was accepted by God as a 

substitute for mankind “once and for all”. 

 Forgiveness and pardon were made available to any 

and all who repent of sin and place their faith in the 

work of Christ at cross. 
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I. The Purpose of the Atonement – To Transform the Hearts of Men 

 

And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and 

I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of 

flesh: That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and 

do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.  Ezekiel 

11:19-20 

 

A.  Sin breaks the heart of God 

 

Gen 6:5-6 (God’s heart was grieved with the wickedness of mankind) 

*Deu 5:29 (the cry of God’s heart is that we would obey Him for  

our good) 

*Eze 6:9 (God’s heart is broken because of man’s sinful heart) 

*Mat 23:37 (The heart of Jesus for Jerusalem, but they rejected Him) 

 

B. Men suffer spiritually, materially, and physically as a result of sin 

 

1. Separation from God 

 

Can two walk together, except they be agreed? Amos 3:3 

 

*Psa 34:16 (the face of the Lord is against them that do evil) 

*Isa 59:1-2 (your iniquities have separated between you and your God) 

*2 Co 6:14 (what fellowship has light with darkness?) 

*1 Jo 1:6 (we lie if we claim fellowship with God yet walk in 

darkness) 

 

2. Death 

 

Gen 2:17 (in the day that you eat of it, you shall surely die) 

Eze 18:20 (the soul that sinneth, it shall die) 

Rom 5:12 (death entered the world through sin) 

Rom 6:23 (wages of sin is death) 

Heb 9:27 (it is appointed to man to die, then face judgment) 

Jas 1:15 (sin brings forth death) 

 

3. The Curse 

 

*Gen 3:14-19 (God pronounces the curse) 

*Rom 8:19-23 (the whole creation groans to be delivered from the curse) 

 

C. God’s problem with reconciliation to mankind was moral in nature.  The 

character of men (heart motivation) would have to be transformed from 

selfishness to love. 
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1. Men make themselves slaves / servants of sin  

 

a. All men choose to sin by their own free-will choice. 

 

*Isa 53:6 

*Rom 3:9-12,23 

Gal 3:22 

 

b. Once men choose to sin they become enslaved by it.  One decision to 

sin leads to another decision to sin, and strong habits begin to hold on 

the individual.  The character of a man is transformed from innocence 

or righteousness to selfishness and sin.  Mankind chooses to take upon 

themselves the nature of their “new” father, the devil. 

 

Joh 8:42-47 

*Rom 6:16 

*Rom 7:7-24 

*2 Pe 2:19 

 

c. After a man sins, it requires the grace (influence) of God upon his 

heart to break those habits of sin and to transform the character of a 

man from selfishness and sin to love and righteousness.  Mankind 

chooses to take upon themselves the nature of their original and 

rightful Father, God. 

 

Rom 6:1-7, 11-22 

*Rom 7:24-25 

*Rom 8:1-4 

*1 Co 7:22-23 

*Gal 5:1 

*1 Pe 2:13-16 

 

D. The purpose of the atonement was not to change God’s attitude toward 

mankind.  God always preferred to be merciful and forgive.  It was always His 

desire to be reconciled to men. 

 

1. God is not willing that anyone should perish, and He takes no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked.  God does not obtain personal satisfaction from 

bringing judgment upon men. 

 

*Deu 30:19 (God sets the choice before us and wants us to choose life) 

*Lam 3:31-33 (God does not afflict willingly—no personal satisfaction 

from it) 

*Eze 18:23 (God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked) 

*Eze 18:32 (God has no pleasure in the death of the sinner, but wants 

us to repent) 
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*Mat 18:14 (It is not God’s will that any should perish) 

*2 Pe 3:9 (God is not willing that any should perish, but wants all to 

have life) 

  

2. God is willing to forgive and pardon the sinner.  The obstacles to pardon 

are not due to any unwillingness or reluctance on God’s part to forgive. 

 

Exo 34:6 (God is merciful, gracious, and longsuffering) 

*Neh 9:17 (thou art a God ready to pardon) 

*Psa 86:5 (God is ready to forgive) 

Psa 103:8 (God is merciful, gracious, slow to anger, plenteous in 

mercy) 

*Psa 130:7 (with the Lord there is mercy and redemption) 

*Isa 55:7 (if the wicked will repent, God will abundantly pardon) 

*Dan 9:9 (to God belong mercies and forgiveness) 

*Jon 4:2 (Jonah knew that God was merciful and willing to forgive) 

*Mic 7:18 (God pardons sin because he delights in mercy) 

*Eph 2:4-7 (God showed His grace and kindness by sending Jesus 

Christ) 

*1 Pe 1:3 (God provided redemption according to His abundant 

mercy) 

 

E. In the atonement God had to ensure that all the Divine requirements of mercy 

and justice would be satisfied for He must remain both merciful and just. 

 

Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth 

shall go before thy face. Psalm 89:14 

 

I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O LORD, will I sing. 

Psalm 101:1 

 

…the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought 

ye to have done   Matthew 23:23 

 

For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; 

and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.  James 2:13   

 

1. As Moral Governor of the Universe, it is up to God to make sure the 

demands of mercy and justice are always satisfied.  He must uphold moral 

law.  God’s law is designed to secure the highest good of the universe.  

Therefore, God has a moral obligation to uphold His law. 

 

*Deu 10:12-13 (law is designed for our good) 

*Psa 19:8  (the statutes of the Lord are right) 

Psa 119:172  (all God’s commandments are righteous) 

*Psa 138:2  (God has magnified His word—He upholds his law) 
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2. God must execute righteous judgment.  The proper function of authority 

(in human governments and in God’s moral government) is to punish 

wrongdoing.  A law without a consequence is merely advice.  God would 

be an unjust ruler if He ignored rebellion and refused to punish sin, 

because it would result in great harm to many people.  But God is a 

righteous ruler, and He judges rightly and according to the truth.  When 

God punishes sinners, He is not taking personal revenge, but is executing 

punishment as the Moral Governor of the Universe. 

 

*Gen 18:25 (God won’t treat the righteous and the wicked the same) 

*Psa 37:1-3, 9 (evildoers will be punished by God) 

*Psa 96:13  (God will judge with righteousness and truth) 

*Ecc 8:11-13 (without a punishment for sin, there would be no justice) 

*Ecc 12:13-14 (God will judge every secret thing) 

*Jer 9:8-9 (Shall God not punish for sin?) 

*Rom 3:5-6 (God is acting righteously when He punishes for sin) 

*Rom 13:1-4 (Even human governments exist to punish for crimes) 

*Heb 10:30-31 (vengeance belongs to God because it is governmental 

punishment) 

*1 Pe 2:13-14 (proper role of any government is to punish evildoers) 

 

F. The atonement would have to persuade men to wholly repent (turn) from their 

sins to righteousness.  I will put a new spirit within you... Ezekiel 11:19  

 

1. Repentance would be a necessary condition for pardon. 

 

a. God cannot justly forgive someone who is unrepentant.  Imagine a 

murderer standing in front of a judge, bragging about his crimes and 

promising to kill again.  Could that man justly be pardoned?  Of course 

not!  If the judge pardoned him, it would be a grave injustice against 

the entire community.  Repentance is necessary to ensure that the 

sinner has forsaken his sins and won’t continue to cause harm to others 

through sin and selfishness.   

 

*Luk 18:9-14 - In this parable of the Pharisee and the publican, Jesus 

showed that humble repentance is necessary for a sinner to be 

forgiven.  The Pharisee did not repent, but was proud in his heart, and 

he was not forgiven. 

 

b. God calls men to repent and forsake sin.  Those who refuse will not 

find forgiveness. 

 

*2 Ch 7:14 (if they turn from wicked ways, then God will forgive) 

*Pro 1:23-31 (turn ye at my reproof; those who despise reproof will 

not be forgiven) 



49 

 

*Pro 28:13 (covering sins won’t work; confess and forsake them to 

find mercy) 

*Isa 55:7 (forsake sin and turn back to God to be pardoned) 

*Jer 5:3-4, 7 (how shall God pardon those who refuse to repent?) 

*Eze 18:30-32 (repent, turn from sin, and live) 

*Eze 20:7-8 (they refused to cast away sinful idols, so they were 

judged) 

Zec 1:3-6 (don’t be like those who refused to repent and were 

judged) 

*Mat 4:17 (Jesus preached repentance) 

*Act 17:30 (God commands men everywhere to repent) 

*Heb 12:25 (how shall we escape if we turn away from God’s 

voice?) 

 

2. The moral demands of Justice would have to be satisfied for the guilt of 

sin to be removed from the conscience of men. 

 

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 

Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from 

dead works to serve the living God? Hebrews 9:14   

 

a. God cannot pardon based on repentance alone.  He cannot be a just 

ruler and allow the sinner to go unpunished, even if they repent.  Think 

of the murderer in the previous example.  What if the murderer 

professes his sorrow and repentance for the crime, and sincerely 

promises never to do it again?  The victim’s family and the community 

would be outraged if the judge pardoned even the repentant murderer.  

Why is this?  Because imposing the punishment… 

 

1)   upholds the value and righteousness of the law 

2)   expresses the strongest displeasure with crime 

3)   provides a motivation (a deterrence to sin) for people to obey the 

law 

 

So we can see that repentance is not the only condition of pardon.  A 

pardon is not just unless something is done that takes the place of 

imposing the punishment, which accomplishes the same goals.  A 

substitute for the punishment must be found.  In other words, an 

atonement must be made, in order to justly pardon the repentant 

sinner. 

 

*Rom 3:23-26 (The atonement through Jesus allows God to forgive 

and remain just) 

*Heb 9:22 (without the shedding of blood there is no remission of 

sins) 
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b. In the Old Testament, God instituted a system of animal blood 

sacrifice to provide an atonement for sin.  The word “atonement” in 

the Hebrew means to cover in order to reconcile.  The sins could be 

covered, but they were not removed (that would only come through 

Jesus). 

 

*Gen 3:21 (God brings forth a blood sacrifice to cover Adam and 

Eve) 

*Gen 4:1-7 (God holds Adam & Eve’s sons accountable to make 

blood sacrifice) 

Gen 8:20-21 (Noah after the flood offers blood sacrifices) 

*Exo 12:1-13 (Passover—the blood of the lamb provides deliverance) 

*Lev 17:11 (Life is in the blood; the shed blood makes atonement 

for sin) 

Heb 9:22 (without the shedding of blood there is no remission of 

sins) 

 

Proverbs 16:6 says that “By mercy and truth iniquity is purged.”  The 

Hebrew word translated “purged” is the same word used elsewhere for 

“atonement.”  The Old Testament system of animal sacrifices 

demonstrates God’s mercy by allowing a person to atone for their sin 

through the blood of an animal.  The animal sacrifice also expresses 

the truth that God’s laws are just and must be obeyed, and that sin has 

terrible and costly consequences resulting in death.  God intends that 

the sacrifice will be an influence on the sinner’s heart to produce 

humility, repentance, and faith in God.   

 

c. The animal sacrifices were not a literal, exact, direct payment for sin.  

They were a substitute—although not equivalent, the death of the 

animal was accepted by God in the place of, and instead of the death 

of the sinner.   

 

Pro 15:8 (the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the 

Lord) 

Pro 21:27 (a sacrifice is an abomination when offered with a 

wicked mind) 

*Isa 1:11-16 (sacrifices are vain when offered by the wicked) 

*Isa 66:3-4 (offering sacrifices is not different than sinning if the 

heart is not right) 

*Amo 5:21-24 (God will not accept offerings from the unrighteous) 

 

d. The Old Testament system of animal sacrifice was never intended as a 

final solution for sin.  It was a temporary measure until a perfect 

atonement could be made through Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament 

sacrifices all pointed to Christ. 
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*Mat 26:26-28 (Passover sacrifice pointed to the sacrifice of Jesus 

body and blood) 

*Joh 1:29 (Passover Lamb fulfilled in Jesus, the Lamb of God to 

take away sin) 

*Gal 2:16 (No one can be justified by the works of the OT law) 

*Gal 3:24  (OT law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ) 

*Heb 7:19 (OT law made nothing perfect) 

*Heb 9:6-9 (OT sacrifices could not cleanse the conscience of sin) 

*Heb 9:11-14 (Jesus was a voluntary and sinless sacrifice—OT 

animals were not) 

*Heb 10:1-4 (It was not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to 

remove sin) 

*Heb 10:11 (Priests offered same sacrifices over and over; could not 

remove sin) 

 

II. The Sacrifice of Jesus Christ at the Cross Provided a Complete Atonement for Sin 

 

A. Only through Jesus Christ can mankind be forgiven and reconciled to God 

 

*Dan 9:24 (Prophecy that Jesus would make reconciliation for iniquity) 

*Joh 14:6 (Jesus is the way, the truth, the life, the only way back to the 

Father) 

*Rom 5:8-11 (Jesus provides the atonement—by Him we can be reconciled to 

God) 

*2 Co 5:17-21 (Jesus was a sin offering for us, so we could be reconciled to 

God) 

*Col 1:20-23 (We were alienated by our wickedness, but Jesus reconciled us 

to God) 

 

B. Jesus Christ – A Substitute of Person 

 

Jesus died on the cross voluntarily, as a substitute for us.  Webster defined a 

substitute as “one person put in the place of another to answer the same 

purpose.”  Jesus died as a substitute for sinners, to accomplish the purposes of 

Justice. 

 

1) upholding the value and righteousness of the moral law 

2) expressing God’s strongest displeasure with sin 

3) providing a motivation for all mankind to obey moral law 

 

Many verses in the Bible proclaim that Jesus died “for” us.  The Greek work 

is “huper” which means “in place of, instead of, on the behalf of.”  Jesus 

Himself was a substitute for us—He took the place of sinners, and died 

instead of us. 

 

*Luk 22:19-20 (My body is given FOR you, BLOOD shed FOR you) 
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*Joh 6:51 (I give my flesh FOR the life of the world) 

Joh 10:11,15 (I give my life FOR the sheep) 

Rom 5:6-8 (Christ died FOR the ungodly; died FOR us) 

*1 Co 5:7 (Christ our Passover is sacrificed FOR us) 

1 Co 15:3 (Christ died FOR our sins) 

Gal 1:4  (Christ gave Himself FOR our sins) 

*Gal 2:20 (Who loved me and gave Himself FOR me) 

*Eph 5:2 (He hath given Himself FOR us an offering & sacrifice) 

1 Th 5:10 (Christ died FOR us) 

*1 Ti 2:6 (Who gave Himself a ransom FOR all) 

*Tit 2:14 (Who gave Himself FOR us) 

*Heb 2:9 (Christ tasted death FOR every man) 

*Heb 10:12 (After He had offered one sacrifice FOR sins) 

*1 Pe 2:21 (Christ also suffered FOR us) 

*1 Pe 3:18 (He suffered for sins; the just FOR the unjust) 

*1 Pe 4:1 (Christ suffered FOR us in the flesh) 

*1 Jo 3:16 (He laid down His life FOR us) 

 

C. The Cross – A Substitute of Judgment or Punishment 

 

The sufferings of Jesus were a substitute for the penalty of the law.  Just as the 

animal sacrifices in the OT were not a literal, exact, direct payment for sin but 

were a substitute, so also the sufferings of Christ are in no way a literal 

payment of the penalty of the law.  The penalty of the law for sin was not a 

Roman cross—it was everlasting spiritual death or separation from God.  

Jesus did not experience our exact penalty for breaking the law. 

 

And Jesus was not punished by God, but He voluntarily offered Himself on 

our behalf as an offering for sin—a substitute of which the animal in the OT 

sacrifices were a shadow and type.   

 

1. Jesus did not sin.  He did not become a sinner for us, but He remained 

perfectly holy.  In the Old Testament, the sin offering (animal) remained 

holy throughout the sacrifice. (Lev 2:10; 6:7, 25; 7:1; 10:17; 14:13; Num 

18:17) 

 

The Bible never speaks of Jesus as guilty.  He was the perfect unspotted 

holy Lamb of God.  Jesus did not deserve His sufferings, but He 

voluntarily chose to suffer for us to provide an atonement for sins. 

 

*Isa 53:9-11 (He was righteous and did no sin) 

Mat 3:17 (The Father was well pleased with the Son) 

Joh 10:17-18 (Jesus willingly laid down His life) 

*Heb 4:15 (Jesus tempted in all points, yet without sin) 

*Heb 7:26-28 (Jesus is our holy and undefiled high priest) 

*Heb 9:14 (Jesus offered Himself without spot) 
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*1 Pe 2:22 (Jesus did no sin) 

*1 Pe 3:18 (Jesus suffered for sins, the just for the unjust) 

 

2. Jesus took away our sins.  Verses that speak of Jesus bearing our sins or 

taking our sins upon Him are figures of speech.  These verses are 

references to the scapegoat in the Old Testament.  The sins of the people 

were spoken over the goat, which then “bore” the sins away from the 

people.  The goat did not become a sinner or literally have sins in its body.  

This was a vivid picture to show the people that God would provide a way 

for their sins to be removed.   

 

Jesus is the fulfillment of the scapegoat.  Jesus “bears” our sins in His 

body in the sense that through the death of His physical body, He bears, 

carries off, or takes our sins (both the habits and the judgment) away from 

us. 

 

Lev 16:8-10 (two goats—one to sacrifice, one as scapegoat) 

Lev 16:21-22 (sins are put on the scapegoat, to bear them away) 

*Isa 53:4-12 (He shall bear their iniquities) 

*2 Co 5:21 (Jesus made to be sin for us = a sin offering for us) 

*1 Pe 2:24 (Jesus bore our sins through the death of his body) 

 

3. Jesus did not suffer the literal penalty of the law.  He was never the object 

of God’s wrath or displeasure.  The Bible never states that Jesus died 

spiritually, only physically.  Jesus was never separated from God (spiritual 

death).  If this were the case, as some teach, then the Godhead was divided 

and Jesus was no longer God.  What blasphemy!  Jesus said “Hear, O 

Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord” (Mar 12:29). 

 

Eze 18:20 (the soul that sins shall die—Jesus never sinned) 

*Mat 27:46 (the Aramaic Peshitta translation of the Bible correctly 

translates this verse as “And about the ninth hour, Jesus 

cried out with a loud voice and said, Eli, Eli, lmana 

shabachthani! which means, My God, my God, for this I 

was kept! [or, spared]”) 

*Joh 8:29 (Jesus always pleased Father and won’t be abandoned) 

*Joh 16:32 (although all others abandon Jesus, the Father won’t) 

1 Pe 3:18 (Jesus died in the flesh—physical death, not spiritual) 

 

4. Christ’s atoning death had a spiritual significance.  It did not provide for a 

carnal, natural “payoff” for anything or to anyone.  As we have seen 

above, Jesus’ death on the cross was not a literal payment of the penalty 

for sins, like some commercial transaction. 

 

If someone else pays a debt for you, then the debt is no longer owed.  The 

debt was not forgiven.  It was paid by someone else.  For example, if the 
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government forgives you a tax obligation, it was tax amnesty.  No 

payment was made, but your debt was eliminated.  If someone were to pay 

off your tax obligation, the debt was not forgiven.  An exact payment was 

made by someone else. 

 

God forgave us our sins.  Jesus did not “pay” for them.  In Matthew 18:27,  

Christ gives us the example of the master who was moved with 

compassion and forgave his servant’s debt—it was not paid by another 

person, but it was simply forgiven. 

 

The literal sin payment theory leads to two possible false doctrines: 

 

FALSE DOCTRINE OF LIMITED ATONEMENT 

 

The atonement was a literal or exact payment for sin. 

All men are not being saved through it. 

Therefore, it could not have been made for all mankind. 

 

FALSE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL SALVATION 

 

The atonement was a literal or exact payment for sin. 

It was made for all mankind. 

Therefore, all men will be saved through it. 

 

GOD’S TRUE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT 

 

The atonement was made for all mankind. (*Joh 3:16; 2 Pe 3:9) 

Few men are being saved through it. (*Mat 7:14; 1 Jo 5:19) 

Therefore, it was not a literal or exact payment for sin. 

 

5. There are some verses that speak of Jesus paying a ransom, or that we 

have been bought with a price.  Indeed, the word redemption means to pay 

a price to recover something from another.  These verses are figures of 

speech designed to teach us the great cost to the Godhead to deliver us 

from the bondage of sin. 

 

A good example might be our nation and freedom, it is sometimes said 

that others have paid a high price to obtain such liberties for us.  What do 

they mean?  Who was paid?  No one was literally paid anything.  What 

was paid?  Nothing was literally paid.  This is a figure of speech.  There 

was a great cost (hardship, imprisonment, and even death) to the 

individuals but not a particular cost in any literal sense. 

 

It could also be said that it costs an Olympic champion much to obtain his 

gold medal.  It might be said that he paid a price to become the master of 

his discipline.  What do they mean?  Who did he pay?  Not any anyone in 
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particular.  What was paid?  Again nothing literally.  What is meant?  

There was a great personal sacrifice necessary for the athlete to achieve 

his goal (effort, time, and money). 

 

Jesus did not pay a literal price to the Father.  God never kept mankind 

captive in sin; rather, it was God who wanted to make mankind free.  Jesus 

didn’t pay a literal price to Satan.  The devil has no legitimate claim to 

receive anything from God!  To say we have been redeemed from sin is to 

say that our deliverance from sin cost God a very high price—the precious 

blood of Jesus who laid down His very life for us. 

 

*Mat 20:28 (Jesus came to give His life as a ransom for us) 

*Act 20:28 (God purchased the church with His own blood) 

*1 Co 6:20 (we have been bought with a price) 

*1 Co 7:23 (you are bought with a price) 

Eph 1:7 (we have redemption through the blood of Jesus) 

*1 Ti 2:6 (Jesus gave Himself as a ransom) 

Heb 9:12 (Jesus obtained redemption for us through His blood) 

1 Pe 1:18-19 (we were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ) 

 

D. Under the Old Testament sacrifices, sin was only temporarily covered.  Men 

still had the guilt of sin in their consciences, and the sacrifices needed to be 

repeated continually.  But through Jesus sacrificial death, the guilt of sin can 

be completely removed from us.  Our sin is not covered, but removed.  The 

Book of Hebrews shows us that Jesus’ sacrifice is far better than those offered 

under the Old Covenant. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 

ANIMAL BLOOD SACRIFICES 

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST 

SHED ON THE CROSS 

Animals were offered by priest’s choice 

[non-voluntarily offering] 

(Heb 8:3; 9:19) 

Jesus offered by His own choice  

[voluntarily offering] 

(Heb 7:27; 9:14; 12:2) 

Were offered repeatedly 

(Heb 9:25; 10:3) 

Was offered once for all 

(Heb 7:27; 10:10, 12) 

Could not take away sin 

[break the power of sin] 

(Heb 10:4, 11) 

Removes and takes away sin 

[break the power of sin] 

(Heb 9:26; 10:17-18) 

Could not cleanse the conscience 

[remove the guilt of sin] 

Cleanses our conscience from sin 

[remove the guilt of sin] 
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(Heb 9:9; 10:2) (Heb 9:14; 10:22) 

Could not make sinner perfect 

[spiritual maturity] 

(Heb 10:1) 

Makes use spiritually perfect 

[spiritual maturity] 

(Heb 7:19; 10:14) 

 

 

E. Conclusion:  The sacrificial death of Jesus solved God’s dilemma of how to 

forgive a repentant sinner.  Remember that God always prefers to forgive, but 

He also must be a just ruler of the universe.  Imposing punishment on sinners 

upholds the value and righteousness of the law, expresses the strongest 

displeasure with sin and displays how terrible it is, and provides a strong 

motivation for people to obey the moral law.  Therefore, even if a sinner 

repents, some substitute or atonement must be made that accomplishes all 

those same goals.   

 

Jesus had no sin—He was a spotless sacrificial Lamb.  His freewill choice to 

lay down His life as a sacrifice for sin provides a complete once-for-all 

atonement that allows God to justly forgive those who will choose to repent.  

The sin is not just temporarily covered as in the Old Testament; rather, the 

power of sin is broken and the guilt of sin is completely removed through 

Christ! 

 

The cross displays God’s mercy by showing His great love for us, that while 

we were yet sinners, Christ would willingly die for us (Rom 5:8).  The cross 

also displays the truth about our sin and guilt.  God’s moral law is right and 

good, and we have chosen to rebel against it.  We deserve the penalty of 

eternal separation from God.  Sin has terrible consequences, and God cannot 

simply excuse it.  The cross demonstrates the great cost to God to provide for 

our forgiveness and moves us to humility and love toward God.  “We love 

him, because he first loved us.”  (1 Jo 4:19). 

 

Most of all, the cross provides the greatest possible heart motivation for us to 

obey the moral law of God.  Therefore, by the mercy and truth displayed at 

the cross, our iniquity is atoned for and purged.  Now we can see the beauty 

and power behind Paul’s description of the atonement: 

 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 

witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which 

is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is 

no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 

declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 

forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he 
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might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  Romans 3:21-

26 

 

III. The Importance of the Resurrection of Christ in Transforming the Hearts of Men 

 

A. The Bible states that the resurrection is an essential part of the atoning work of 

Christ 

 

Joh 14:19 (because Jesus lives, we know that we live) 

Act 17:3 (It was necessary for Christ to suffer and to rise from the 

dead) 

*Rom 5:8-11 (we are saved because Jesus is alive - Heb 7:25) 

*Rom 10:9 (belief in the resurrection is necessary for salvation) 

*1 Co 15:12-19  (if Christ be not risen, then your faith is vain) 

*1 Pe 3:21 (we are saved through the resurrection of Christ) 

 

B. The resurrection proves to mankind that 1) God Himself loves us and 2) God 

Himself died for us because only God has power over death. 

 

Joh 2:19-21 (Jesus declared that He would raise up His body after death) 

*Joh 10:17-18 (Jesus had power to lay down His life and take it up again) 

*Joh 20:28 (when Thomas saw the resurrected Christ, he called him “my 

God”) 

*Rom 1:3-4 (Jesus was declared to be the Son of God by the resurrection) 

 

C. The resurrection provides confidence for mankind that the sacrifice of Christ 

was accepted by the Father. 

 

*Act 5:30-31 (the Father raised Jesus and exalted Him to be the Savior) 

*Rom 4:25 (Jesus died for our sins, and was raised for our justification) 

*Heb 10:12 (after sacrificing Himself, Jesus sat down at right hand of 

God) 

 

D. The physical resurrection of Christ provides mankind with a type in example 

of our spiritual new birth.  We not only identify with His death but also His 

resurrection.  We become dead to sin and alive to God through Jesus Christ. 

 

Joh 3:3  (we must be born again; come alive again) 

*2 Co 5:15-17 (Jesus died and rose again, so we can become a new 

creature) 

*Rom 6:1-11 (just as Jesus was raised from the dead, we are raised to 

new life) 

Gal 2:20  (we are crucified with Christ, therefore we are alive) 

Eph 2:1, 5  (God has quickened us together with Christ) 

*Col 2:12-13 (we are made alive together with Christ) 

1 Pe 1:3  (we are born into a living hope through Jesus’ resurrection) 
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*1 Jo 4:7-9 (God send Jesus so that we can be born of God and live) 

 

E. The resurrection of Christ provides mankind a foundation for hope (earnest 

expectation) of a resurrection to come: a glorified, immortal, resurrected body. 

 

Joh 11:25  (“I am the resurrection and the life”) 

*Act 17:30-32 (by resurrecting Jesus, the Father gives assurance of final 

resurrection) 

*1 Co 6:14 (God raised up the Lord and will also raise up us by His 

power) 

1 Co 15:20  (Christ is risen, the firstfruits of the resurrection) 

*1 Th 4:13-18 (Jesus died and rose again, proving that there will be a 

resurrection) 

*1 Jo 3:2 (We shall be like Him) 

 

F. The resurrection of Christ is a great encouragement to mankind displaying the 

power of God which He has made available to us. 

 

*Act 4:10 (by the name of Jesus, whom God raised, was the man 

healed) 

*Rom 8:11 (the Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead will quicken your 

bodies) 

*Eph 1:18-20 (God’s great power toward us is the the same power that 

raised Jesus) 

*Heb 13:20-21 (the God who raised Jesus can make us perfect in every 

good work) 

 

G. The resurrection is proof that through Christ all things are/will be restored to 

perfection; God’s original designs and intentions.  God will not permit any sin 

or the effects of any sin (fear, sorrow, poverty, sickness, and death) to remain 

in His kingdom. 

 

Joh 10:10  (Satan kills; Christ comes to bring resurrection life to all) 

1 Co 15:51-57 (Death is swallowed up in victory / resurrection of Christ) 

Rev 21:4-5 (Christ makes all things new; all effects of sin are removed) 
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LESSON 6:  RECONCILIATION 

 

The atonement of Jesus Christ on the cross must be appropriated (made effective) for an 

individual by meeting the conditions set forth in scripture. 

 

I. The Means of Reconciliation 

 

It is only through the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

 

*Dan 9:21-24 

*Rom 5:8-11 

*2 Co 5:17-21 

*Eph 2:13-22 

*Col 1:18-23 

*Heb 2:17-18 

 

II. The Process of Reconciliation 

 

Salvation is freely offered to all men, but only those who will humble themselves 

to meet God’s conditions will be saved. 

 

B. Spiritual Awakening – The process of awakening or becoming aware of 

one’s sinful condition and the dreadful consequences. 

 

“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of 

sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is 

far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 

and let us put on the armour of light.” (Rom 13:11-12) 

 

“Awake to righteousness, and sin not…” (1 Co 15:34) 

 

“But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for 

whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou 

that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” 

(Eph 5:13)   
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1. The spiritual sensation of GUILT in the heart/mind (conscience) 

 

[Webster] Criminality; that state of a moral agent which results 

from his actual commission of a crime or offense, knowing it to be 

a crime, or violation of law. To constitute guilt there must be a 

moral agent enjoying freedom of will, and capable of 

distinguishing between right and wrong, and a willful or 

intentional violation of a known law, or rule of duty.  A troubled 

conscience resulting from violating known moral law.  The shame 

of having acted in selfishness. 

 

*Exo 34:6-7 

*Num 14:18 

*Joh 8:4-11 

*Act 2:36-41 

*Rom 3:19-20 

*Jam 2:10

 

2. The spiritual sensation of FEAR in the heart / mind 

 

[Webster]  A painful apprehension of some impending evil 

(judgment); to be afraid of; to consider or expect with alarm or 

dread. We have reason to fear the punishment of our sins. The 

unbearable anxiety of spirit we experience when we realize the 

rightful punishment for our crimes against God.  

 

*Job 28:28 

*Psa 111:10 

*Pro 1:7 

*Pro 9:10 

*Pro 16:6 

*Rom 3:10-18 

 

3. The spiritual sensation of SORROW in the heart / mind 

 

[Webster]  Uneasiness or pain of mind which is produced by the 

loss of any good, or of frustrated hopes of good, or expected loss 

of happiness; to grieve; to be sad.  The sadness of understanding 

how terribly our selfish decisions have hurt God and our 

fellowman, and the great suffering we have caused to Christ. 

 

*Psa 31:9-10 

*Psa 38:17-18 

*Pro 15:13 

*2 Co 2:6-7 

*2 Co 7:8-11 

*Jam 4:8-9

 

C. HUMILITY – A condition for reconciliation with God 

 

[Webster]  A choice of the will to abandon pride and arrogance; a modest 

estimate of one's own worth.  Lowliness of mind; a deep sense of one's 
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own unworthiness in the sight of God, self-abasement, penitence for sin, 

and submission to the divine will.  Humility is an attitude of willingness to 

serve God your creator and your fellowman. 

 

*Micah 6:8 

*Pro 18:12 

*Pro 22:4 

*Isa 57:15 

*Mat 18:3-4 

*Mat 23:12 

*Jam 4:6,10 

*1 Pe 5:5-6 

 

C. REPENTANCE – A condition for reconciliation with God 

 

[Webster]  Repentance is a change of mind, or a conversion from sin to 

God; to stop any practice from conviction that it has offended God.  

Repentance is a total and complete change of direction in the heart and 

mind.  It is a choice of the will to stop serving self and sin to begin serving 

God and righteousness. 

 

Mat 3:11 

Mat 9:13 

*Luk 24:45-47 

*Act 20:18-21 

*Rom 2:3-4 

*2 Ti 2:25 

*Heb 6:1-3 

*2 Pe 3:9

 

D. FAITH in Christ – A condition for reconciliation with God 

 

[Webster]  The acknowledgment of the mind or understanding to the truth 

of what God has revealed.  Trust or confidence, exercised towards the 

moral character of God, and particularly of the Savior.  A firm belief in the 

truthfulness of God, in all the declarations of his word; or a full confidence 

in the certainty of those things which God has declared because he has 

declared them.  To be fully persuaded in one’s heart of the truth of the 

gospel and choosing to place full trust and reliance on Christ for salvation. 

 

*Rom 5:1-2 

*Rom 10:9-10 

Gal 2:16, 20 

*Gal 3:26 

*Eph 2:8-9 

*Php 3:8-9 

Col 1:3-5 

2 Ti 3:15 

*Jam 2:17-18, 20, 26
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SAVING FAITH MUST INCLUDE… 

 

THINKING    BELIEVING    CONFESSING   ACTING 

 

UPON THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

E. OBEDIENCE – A condition for reconciliation with God 

 

[Webster]  Compliance with a command, prohibition or known law and 

rule of duty prescribed; the performance of what is required or enjoined by 

authority, or the abstaining from what is prohibited, in compliance with 

the command or prohibition. To constitute obedience, the act or 

forbearance to act must be in submission to authority; the command must 

be known to the person, and his compliance must be in consequence of it, 

or it is not obedience. Obedience may be voluntary or involuntary. 

Voluntary obedience alone can be acceptable to God. 

 

*Act 5:29, 32 

*Rom 1:5 

*Rom 2:6-8 

*Rom 6:16-18 

*Rom 16:25-26 

*2 Co 10:5-6 

*Gal 3:1 (falling away) 

*Gal 5:7 (falling away) 

*2 Th 1:6-8 

*2 Th 3:14 

Heb 5:8 

1 Pe 1:2 

1 Pe 4:17 

 

III. The Effects of Reconciliation 

 

A. RECONCILIATION restores our relationship/fellowship with God and Man 

 

[Webster]  The act of reconciling parties at variance; renewal of friendship 

after disagreement or enmity. Reconciliation and friendship with God, really 
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form the basis of all rational and true enjoyment.  In Scripture, the means by 

which sinners are reconciled and brought into a state of favor with God. 

 

*2 Co 5:17-19 

*Eph 2:13-16 

Php 1:3-5 

*Col 1:19-22 

1 Jo 1:3, 6-7 

 

B. Reconciliation through Christ establishes AGAPE love as the motivation of 

heart for all relationships – “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts” 

(Rom 5:5)  Agape love is God’s kind of love – a sacrificial and selfless 

motivation of heart love which seeks the highest good of others while 

remaining in perfect submission to all known moral law.  The following are 

scriptural examples of agape love expressed by the Godhead. 

 

1. Willingness to deny self (Mar 14:32-36; *Php 2:5-9) 

2. Honor and respect – though equality exists (*Joh 8:49; 2 Pet 1:17) 

3. Submission to an order of authority – though equality exists (*Joh 8:28-

29; 14:31;16:13; *1 Cor 11:3) 

4. Humility (Joh 16:14; *Php 2:5-11; 1 Cor 11:3) 

5. Unity (Deu 6:4; *Joh 10:30, 38; 14:10-11, 23; *17:11) 

6. Uniqueness of personhood (Luk 3:21-22; Joh 1:31:34; *14:23-26; 

 Act 5:3-4) 

7. Perfect communication (Joh 8:28; *15:15; *16:13; 2 Pet 1:17) 

8. Involvement and cooperation (Gen 1:26; Luk 4:1; Joh 14:23; *Col 1:12-

14) 

9. Knowledge of other persons (Mat 11:27; Joh 8:55; *15:15; 1 Cor 2:10) 

10. Expressions of thankfulness (Mat 11:25; *15:36; 26:27; Luk 10:21; Joh 

11:41) 

11. Verbal expressions of love (*Joh 10:16; *14:31; *15:9; 17:23; Rom 5:5) 

12. Visible expressions of love, goodness, blessing, and service (Joh 15:9-10; 

*17:4,23; Rom 15:3; Gal 5:22; Col 1:19) 

13. Truthfulness and Trustworthiness (Joh 3:33; 14:17; *Tit 1:1-2; *Heb 6:18) 

14. Utmost concern for God’s truth and glory (Joh 16:14; *17:1,5,24) 

 

C. Reconciliation provides for a clean or pure conscience 

 

*Act 23:1 

*Act 24:16 

*2 Co 7:2 

2 Co 1:12 

*1 Ti 1:5, 18-19 

*1 Ti 3:8-9 

2 Ti 1:3 

*Heb 9:14 
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*Heb 10:22 

Heb 13:18 

1 Pe 2:18-19 

1 Pe 3:21 

 

D. Reconciliation restores PEACE to our spirits 

 

[Webster]  Freedom from agitation or disturbance by the passions, as from 

fear, terror, anger, anxiety or the like; quietness of mind; tranquillity; 

calmness; quiet of conscience.  Heavenly rest; Harmony; concord; a state of 

reconciliation between parties at variance. 

 

Luk 2:10-14 

*Joh 14:27 

*Joh 16:33 

Joh 20:19-21 

*Act 10:34-36 

*Rom 5:1 

Rom 8:6 

*Rom 14:17 

*Rom 15:13 

2 Co 13:11 

Gal 1:3 

Gal 5:22-23 

*Eph 2:14 

*Php 4:6-7 

*Col 3:15 

2 Th 3:16 

*2 Pe 3:13-14 

 

E. Reconciliation provides for CONFIDENCE or BOLDNESS before God 

 

[Webster]  Confidence - A trusting, or reliance; an assurance of mind or firm 

belief in the integrity, stability or veracity of another, or in the truth and reality 

of a fact. 

 

[Webster]  Boldness - Freedom from timidity; liberty.  Confidence; confident 

trust. Freedom from bashfulness; assurance; 

 

*Rom 8:1, 15 

*Eph 3:10-12 

*Heb 3:14 

*Heb 4:14-16 

*Heb 10:35 

*1Jo 2:28 

*1 Jo 3:19-21 
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*1 Jo 5:14 

 

F. Reconciliation provides a covenant with Almighty God giving unto us “all 

things that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pe 1:3) 

 

*Mat 6:31-33 

*Mat 21:22 

*Mar 11:24 

*Joh 16:23-24 

*Php 4:19 

Col 3:23-24 

Heb 8:6 

Jam 1:5-7 

1 Jo 5:14-15 

3 Jo 1:2 

2 Pe 1:2-4 

 

G. Reconciliation provides a promise of the Holy Spirit 

 

Isa. 28:11, 12  

Joe 2:21-29  

Mat 3:11 

*Mar 16:17  

*Luk 11:11-13  

*Joh 7:37-39  

*Joh 14:16, 17  

*Act 1:4,5, 8  

*Act 2:4  

Act 5:32  

Act 10:44-46  

Act 19:1-6  
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LESSON 7:  PERSEVERANCE 

 

I. Persevere –  Continuing in a love relationship with God 

 

[Webster]  To persist in any business or enterprise undertaken; to pursue steadily 

any design or course commenced; not to give over or abandon what is undertaken. 

 

God will enable or empower us to persevere to the end, but only if we continue to 

sincerely desire a relationship with Him.  We must continue to “will” Jesus Christ 

to be our Lord.  The conditions for establishing a relationship with God, 

reconciliation, remain in effect for continuing in a relationship with God, 

perseverance. 

 

 
 

Strait is the gate (beginning) and narrow is the way (continuing) - *Mat 7:14 

 

A.  To remain in the kingdom of God by choice 

 

*Heb 12:25-29 

*1 Jo 2:24-25 

 

B.  To continue walking according to all known moral law by choice 

 

*Joh 8:31-32 

*Joh 15:9-10 

*Act 14:21-22 

*Rom 11:22 

*Col 1:21-23 

*1 Ti 4:16 
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C.  To abide in Christ by choice 

 

*Joh 15:1-7 

*1 Jo 2:28 

*Jud 20-21 

 

D.  To hold fast and to stand on the promises of God by choice 

 

1 Th 5:21 

2 Th 2:15 

*1 Ti 6:12,19 

*2 Ti 1:13-15 

*Heb 3:12-14 

Heb 4:14 

Heb 10:22-23 

*Rev 2:24-28 

Rev 3:1-5 

 

II. Scriptural conditions of perseverance 

 

A. One must continue to love God supremely. 

 

*Deu 10:12-13 

*Jos 23:11 

*Luk 10:25-28 

Luk 16:13 

1 Jo 4:20-21 

*1 Jo 5:2-4 

*Rev 2:4-5 

 

B. One must live a life of overcoming temptation and sin.  

 

Luk 8:13 

Joh 8:11,34 

*Rom 6:1-2,6-7,11-16 

*1 Co 10:12-13 

1 Co 15:33-34 

*2 Co 10:3-6 

2 Co 13:2-6 

*Gal 2:17-18 

Eph 4:26 

1 Ti 5:20 

1 Ti 6:8-11,20-21 

*Tit 3:10-11 

*Heb 3:12-14 

*Heb 10:26 
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Heb 12:1-4 

*Jam 1:12-16 

2 Pe 2:14  (it is the children of the devil who cannot cease from sin) 

*2 Pe 2:20-22 

*1 Jo 1:9 

*1 Jo 2:1 

*1 Jo 3:6-9 

*1 Jo 5:18 

Rev 18:4-5 

 

C. One must remain in submission to God, in obedience to His word and His will 

for your life. 

 

1. Warnings against apostasy – a defection, to depart from the true faith 

 

[Webster] An abandonment of what one has professed; desertion or 

departure from the faith; desertion from a party to which one has 

adhered. 

 

1 Ti 1:5-6 – Some have swerved and turned aside 

1 Ti 5:15 – Some have already turned after Satan 

2 Ti 1:15 – All of Asia is turned away me 

2 Ti 4:2-4 – Some shall turn away from the truth 

Heb 12:25 – How shall we escape judgment if we turn away? 

2 Pe 2:20-22 – Some will turn away from the holy commandment 

 

Exo 32:30-32 – Sin will cause God to blot you out of the book of life 

Rev 3:5 – Some will be blotted out of the book of life 

Rev 22:19 – To be taken away from the book / out of the holy city 

 

Joh 15:1-6 – Branches that do not abide and bear fruit are taken away 

Rom 11:22 – If you don’t continue in His goodness you will be cut off 

 

Luk 8:13 – Some believe but later fall away 

2 Th 2:3 – There shall come a falling away 

Heb 6:4-6 – Some will fall away without hope of repentance 

2 Pe 3:17 – Beware lest you fall away into error 

 

Gal 5:4 – To return to the O.T. law is to fall from grace 

 

1 Ti 4:1 – Some shall depart from the faith 

2 Ti 4:10 – Demas departed (having loved this present world) 

Heb 3:12 – Beware of departing from the living God 

 

1 Co 9:27 – I keep myself in subjection lest I become a castaway 

2 Ti 3:8 – reprobate (castaway, rejected) concerning the faith 



69 

 

Tit 1:16 – unto every good work reprobate (castaway, rejected) 

 

Mat 5:13 – Good for nothing, cast out, trodden under foot 

Luk 15:24 – The wayward son was lost and dead 

1 Ti 1:18-20 – The faith of some has been made shipwreck 

Jam 5:19-20 – If any do err (go astray) from the truth 

Col 2:8 – Beware lest any mankind spoil you (lead you away) 

Jud 12 – those who fall away are twice dead (dead once again) 

 

2. Examples of apostasy in the New Testament 

 

Judas – Mat 26:7-9, 14-16 only a friend (once true) can “betray” 

Ananias and Sapphira – Act 5:1-11 

Simon, the converted sorcerer – Act 8:9-24 

A man in the Church at Corinth – 1 Cor 5:1-5 

The Church at Galatia – Gal 3:1-4 

Hymenaeus and Alexander – 1 Ti 1:19-20 

Phygellus and Hermogenes and the Church in Asia – 2 Ti 1:15 

Demas, a companion of Paul - 2 Ti 4:10 

Five of Seven Churches in Revelation – Rev 2 & 3 

 

III. The Holy Spirit - The Person and the Power of God helping us to persevere 

 

A. Reconciliation is a work of the Holy Spirit within the hearts of men 

 

*Joh 3:5-7 

Joh 20:22 

*Rom 5:5 

*Rom 15:16 

*1 Co 6:11 

*1 Co 12:3,13 

*2 Th 2:13 

*Tit 3:5 

1 Pe 1:2 

 

B. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit endues the believer with power 

(immersion, saturation, filling, cohabitation, indwelling) 

 

*Act 1:4-5 

*Rom 15:13 

 

1. The ability to speak in an unknown tongue 

 

Joh 7:38-39 

*Act 2:1-4 

*Act 10:44-46 
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*Act 19:2,6 

*Rom 8:26-27 

*1 Co 14:2,14-15 

Eph 6:18 

Jud 1:20 

 

2. Divine inspiration to speak before men 

 

*Mat 10:18-20 

Mar 13:11 

*Luk 12:11-12 

*Act 1:8 

*Act 4:31 

 

3. Guidance and instruction 

 

*Joh 14:26 

*Joh 16:13-15 

*Rom 8:14 

*1 Co 2:9-13 

*Gal 5:25 

 

4. Divine comfort, peace and joy (the fruit of the Spirit) 

 

*Act 9:31 

Act 13:52 

*Rom 14:17 

*2 Co 6:6 

Gal 5:22-23 

Eph 5:9 

1 Th 1:6 

*2 Ti 1:7 

 

5. Direction in ministry 

 

*Act 8:29-31,39-40 

*Act 10:9-10,19 

Act 11:12-15 

*Act 13:2-4 

*Act 16:6-10 

*Act 20:28 

Act 21:4-5 

 

 

6. Revelation of future events 
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*Act 11:27-30 

*Act 21:10-12 

 

7. Indwelling, continual presence of God 

 

*Joh 14:16-17 

*1 Co 6:19 

2 Co 13:14 

*Eph 2:22 

2 Ti 1:14 

1 Jo 3:24 

 

8. Supernatural power to do the miraculous (gifts of the Spirit) 

 

*Act 2:16-18 

*Rom 15:18-19 

1 Co 2:4-5 

*1 Co 12:7-11 

Gal 3:5 

Heb 2:3-4 

 

9. Quickening of both body and spirit (rejuvenates, strengthens, makes to 

come alive) 

 

*Joh 6:63 

*Rom 8:11 

 

10. Safe keeping and preservation if we will let Him (do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit – Eph 4:30, 1 Th 5:19) 

 

*2 Co 1:21-22 

*Eph 1:13-14 

*Eph 4:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


