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LESSON PLAN FOR THE FAMILY OF THE LORD SERIES 

SERIES NO. 413 

 

 

LESSON NO. TITLE 

  

1 Relationships 

  

2 Divorce and Remarriage in the Bible 

  

3 The Parent and Child Relationship 

  

 

It is possible that some of these lessons may take more than just one class period to complete. When 

you are teaching these lessons be sure and flow with the speed of the class. Some classes will need 

extra time for questions and answers, others may fully understand and you can progress rapidly. 

Don't worry about having to complete any lesson in just one sitting if extra, relevant, discussions 

arise. 

 

Remember...your only purpose in teaching the Word of God to others is to help them to become 

strong disciples of Jesus Christ and to share His Spirit and Truth with others. 
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LESSON 1:  RELATIONSHIPS 

 

I.  SCRIPTURAL RELATIONSHIPS 

A. A Love Relationship fulfills the Law. (Rom. 13:10b) 

B. Jesus shows the only two relationships for mankind. (Matt. 22:37-39) 

C. The Ten Commandments cover these two relationships. (Ex. 20:1-17) 

 

II.  LOVE DEFINED 

A.  Greek Words for Love. 

1.  Eros - Fleshly love, lustful, sensual. 

2.  Phileo - Brotherly, Friend, Parent-Child, Tender Affection. 

3.  Agape - An attitude of the Heart (Will) to obey all known truth in the various 

relations with God and fellow man. 

B.  Love defined by the Word of God. 

1.  Jesus defines Love. (John 14:21) 

2.  The condition of Love. (John 14:15) 

3.  Love must produce obedience. (John 14:23) 

4.  Contra positive logic of love. (John 14:24) 

5.  Jesus has proof of His love. (John 14:31) 

6.  Condition of love reversed. (John 15:10) 

7.  Love relationship has conditions. (I John 2:3) 

8.  Men lie about their love relationship. (I John 2:4) 

9.  God's basis for perfecting love in us. (I John 2:5) 

10.  What is the love of God? (I John 5:3) 

11.  Once more, what is love? (II John 6) 

 

III.  GOD ORIGINATED HIS LOVE TOWARDS US, HIS HIGHEST CREATION. 

A.  The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. (Rom. 5:5) 

B.  God commendeth his love toward us. (Rom. 5:8) 

C.  The God of love and peace shall be with you. (II Cor. 13:11) 

D.  For His (God's) great love wherewith he loved us. (Eph. 2:4) 

E.  The Love of Christ, “I AM, THAT I AM”, “Before Abraham, I AM”. (Eph. 3:19) 

F.  God IS love. (I John 4:8) 

G.  God showed His love by giving us Jesus. (I John 4:9) 

H.  For God so loved the world (His creation of man) that He gave. (John 3:16) 

 

IV.  GOD DESIGNED US IN HIS IMAGE SO THAT WE MIGHT FIRST LOVE HIM. 

A.  Review the only two laws of love. (Matt. 22:37-39) 

B.  As God loves us, we are to continue in the same love. (John 15:9) 

C.  All things work for good to them that love God. (Rom. 8:28) 

D.  Nothing can cause us to give up, or force us from God's love plan. (Rom. 8:35-39) 

E.  Natural eye not seen the things that God has prepared for them that love Him. 

(I Cor. 2:9) 

F.  You can recognize those that love God. (I Cor. 8:3) 

G.  Cursed is the man that doesn't love God. (I Cor. 16:22) 

H.  God's grace is on those that love Him. (Eph. 6:24) 



 
 3 

I.  A crown of righteousness for those that love His appearing. (II Tim. 4:8) 

J.  A crown of life for those that love God. (James 1:12) 

K.  A Kingdom promised to those that love God. (James 2:5) 

L.  We are to love Him because He first loved us. (I John 4:19) 

 

V.  GOD COMMANDS US TO LOVE OUR FELLOW MAN. 

A.  Even our enemies. 

1.  Love your enemies, bless, do good and pray. (Matt. 5:43,46) 

Luke 6:27-30 & Rom. 14:12 

B.  We are to love our neighbors. (all that we come in contact with) 

1.  Love neighbor as yourself. (Matt. 19:19) 

2.  Love neighbor as yourself. (Matt. 22:39) 

3.  Love one another. (As I loved you) (John 13:34) 

4.  You will be known as my disciples if you love. (John 13:35) 

5.  Commanded to love one another. (John 15:17) 

6.  Love with brotherly love - Phileo (Rom. 12:10) 

7.  Love one another. (Rom. 13:8) 

8.  Many don'ts, one do! Love one another. (Rom. 13:9) 

9.  Love works no ill (evil) against his brother. (Rom. 13:10) 

10.  Forgive, Comfort and love. (II Cor. 2:5-8) 

11.  All the law is fulfilled in one word. LOVE! (Gal. 5:14) 

12.  We must be rooted and grounded in Love. (Eph. 3:17) 

13.  Forbearing one another in love. (Eph. 4:2) 

14.  We are to speak the truth in love. (Eph. 4:15) 

15.  We are to walk (progress, mature) in love. (Eph. 5:2) 

16.  We are to have love with our faith. (Eph. 6:23) 

17.  That our love may abound more and more. (Phil. 1:9) 

18.  We are all to have that same AGAPE love for others. (Phil. 2:2) 

19.  It is our labor of love. (I Thess. 1:3) 

20.  The Lord wants to increase our love to each other. (I Thess. 3:12) 

21.  God has taught us to love one another. (I Thess. 4:9) 

22.  God has given us love. It is our nature, make-up. (II Tim. 1:7) 

23.  God knows of, and will remember, your labor of love. (Heb. 6:10) 

24.  We are to provoke one another to love - by our love. (Heb. 10:24) 

25.  Let brotherly love continue. (Heb. 13:1) 

26.  Love, the Royal Law. (James 2:8) 

27.  Love one another with a pure heart – motivation. (I Pet. 1:22) 

28.  The message from the beginning: Love one another. (I John 3:11) 

29.  One guarantee of new life: we love our brothers. (I John 3:14) 

30.  Love one another according to the commandment. (I John 3:23) 

31.  Everyone that loves is born of God. Only Way to love. (I John 4:7) 

32.  We ought also to love one another. (I John 4:11) 

33.  If we love one another, God is in us. (I John 4:12) 

34.  If you are in love, you are in God. (I John 4:16) 

35.  Perfect love casts out all fear. (I John 4:18) 

36.  They say they love God, but hates brother, A liar! (I John 4:20) 



 
 4 

37.  If we love God, we must also love our brother. (I John 4:21) 

38.  We are to keep (make choice) ourselves in the Love of God. (Jude 21) 

 

VI.  LOVE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE. 

A.  The Marriage Relationship, Before the Fall. Gen. 2:18-25 

B.  The Marriage Relationship, After the Fall. Gen. 3:16 (She turns, He rules) 

C.  The Marriage Relationship, Restored by Christ. Matt. 19:3-6 (Mark 10:12)  

(II Cor. 5:14,15) 

D.  New Testament Scriptures 

1.  Moral Value (I Cor. 7:1,2) 

2.  God's Unity (Eph. 5:30,31; I Cor. 6:16 - compound unity, no head; Gen. 2:23) 

3.  Man's Exceptions (I Tim. 4:1-3) 

4.  God's View (Heb. 13:4) 

E.  God's Principles For the Marriage Relationship 

1.  No evil if done God's Way. (Pro. 12:21) 

2.  The marriage will flourish. (Pro. 14:11) 

3.  Don't reward evil for good. (Pro. 17:13) 

4.  Each mate rules own spirit. (Pro. 25:28) 

5.  God will protect the Marriage. (Pro. 30:5) 

6.  Both mates will to serve God in the Marriage. (Joshua 24:15) 

7.  No "real" marriage apart from God. (Psa. 127:1) 

8.  Neither Male nor Female in Kingdom or Marriage Lordship (Gal. 3:28) 

9.  God's Law of Harvest for the Marriage. (Gal. 6:7) 

10.  Mates must control their words: (Eph. 4:29-32) 

a.  Matt. 12:34 

b.  Matt. 12:37 

c.  Pro. 6:2 

d.  Pro. 10:11 

e.  Pro. 10:20,21 

f.  Pro. 11:29 

g.  Pro. 11:9 

h.  Pro. 12:6 

i.  Pro. 12:14 

j.  Pro. 12:17 

k.  Pro. 12:18 

l.  Pro. 12:19 

m.  Pro. 13:2,3 

n.  Pro. 14:3 

o.  Pro. 16:24 

p.  Pro. 18:20,21 

11.  Man's spirit can handle any problem - exception (Pro. 18:14) 

12.  Each man must take loving care of his mate, family (Pro. 27:23) 

F.  God's Principles for the Husband 

1.  Finding a wife is a good thing. (Pro. 18:22) 

2.  Commanded to love your wife? Can God Command Love? (Eph. 5:25) 

3.  Love her as you love yourself - two natural drives. (Eph. 5:28,29) 
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4.  Don't allow bitterness towards your wife. (Col. 3:19; Eph. 4:31) 

5.  Provide for your wife – family. (I Tim. 5:8) 

6.  Choose God's knowledge in living with your wife. (I Pet. 3:7) 

G.  The Marriage Relationship is for two people, equally giving/taking. 

1.  What is true here is true in all relationships. (I Cor. 7:3-5) 

2.  Submission for all the body. Husband-Wife, Bro-Sis. (Eph. 5:21) 

3.  Husband and Wife both in love and submission (Eph. 5:33) 

4.  Each mate to esteem other better than himself. (Phil. 2:3) 

5.  Lip service is cheap unless followed by deeds. (I John 3:18) 

H.  God's principles for the Wife. 

1.  Your submission to Husband just like to the Lord. (Eph. 5:22) 

2.  Submission to your own husband is right in the Lord. (Col. 3:18) 

3.  Voluntarily place yourself under your own husband. (I Pet. 3:1) 

4.  You can build a solid home in the Lord. (Pro. 14:1) 

5.  A Godly woman (wife) is a Crown to her husband. (Pro. 12:4) 

6.  Love their husbands...obedient to their own husbands. (Titus 2:3-5) 

7.  God's view of a good wife - O.T. General (Pro. 31:10-31) 

 

VII.  VERSES SEEMINGLY AGAINST HUSBAND-WIFE EQUALITY. 

A.  N.T. Verses to consider before "problem verses". 

1.  "Lordship" over one-another not a Kingdom principle. (Mark 10:42-44) 

2.  Paul teaches equality in the Husband-Wife unit. (I Cor. 11:11-12) 

3.  Love is the "life" for the Body & Marriage. (I Cor. 13:4-7) 

4.  God is not the author of confusion. (I Cor. 14:33) 

B.  Seemingly problem verses "against" equality of Husband-Wife. 

1.  Headship - not Lordship (I Cor. 11:3)  Christ in Authority (Matt. 16:18) 

2.  Headship - not Lordship (Eph. 5:23,24) 

3.  Woman not to have authority over the man.  No place in the Bible does it teach 

man to have authority over a wife or woman (I Tim. 2:11,12) 

C.  N.T. Verses to consider after the "problem verses". 

1.  Relationships within the Body - Eye, Ear, Nose  (I Cor. 12:12-27) 

2.  Head in N.T. 57 times. 50 times the physical head of man/animal. Paul uses it 

figuratively 7 times. Two seem to be problems. 

a.  Head (Kephale) Exalted Originator/Completer/Creator. (Col. 1:18) 

b.  Head (Kephale) Source of Life, Nourisher. (Col. 2:19) 

c.  Head (Kephale) Nourisher and Source of Growth. (Eph. 4:15) 

d.  Head (Kephale) Source, Base or Derivation, Origin. (I Cor. 11:3) 

(v.8 Woman created, had origin out of man, not the reverse.) 

(v.11 & 12 removes any "authority" lines of man over woman) 

e.  Head (Kephale) Merely shows unity. (Eph. 5:23)  The Head & Body are 

dependent upon each other - can't contradict v.21.  Remember I Cor. 12:12-27 

Head was represented by Eye, Ear, Nose. and therefore no "spiritual 

authority" of head over body.  Read Eph. 5:17-33 in one reading to get full 

context message. 

f.  Head (Kephale) Top or Crown. (Eph. 1:22-23; Eph. 2:6) 

g.  Head (Kephale) life source, top, crown. (Col. 2:10)  f & g show Christ's 
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position as a result of the Cross and Resurrection. - see v.15. 

 

RELATIONSHIP DIAGRAM 

 

 

 

 

1.  THE GODHEAD RELATIONSHIP: 

 

Throughout eternity the Father, Word and Holy Spirit have had perfect relationship (triangle). See I 

Cor. 12:4-6 for different functions, but perfect oneness and unity in plan & purpose. The Father with 

the Word (Son), Father with the Holy Spirit, and the Word and Holy Spirit in perfect relationship. 

 

2.  THE GODHEAD-ANGEL RELATIONSHIP: 

 

The GODHEAD who have been in perfect eternal relationship are now in perfect relationship and 

unity and oneness with all obedient Angels that were created. The GODHEAD with any ONE 

ANGEL and any OTHER ANGELS and ANGELS in fellowship and relationship with OTHER 

ANGELS and all in relationship to the GODHEAD. 
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3.  THE GODHEAD-MANKIND RELATIONSHIP: 

 

The GODHEAD who have been in perfect eternal relationship are now in perfect relationship, unity 

and oneness with all of mankind within the KINGDOM OF GOD. The GODHEAD with any ONE 

MAN and with any OTHER MAN and then MAN in relationship to MAN in the same kind of 

relationship, unity and oneness. 

 

4.  THE GODHEAD-HUSBAND-WIFE RELATIONSHIP: 

 

The GODHEAD who have been in perfect eternal relationship are now in perfect relationship, unity 

and oneness with all HUSBAND-WIFE relationships WITHIN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. The 

GODHEAD in relationship to the HUSBAND and also to the WIFE and likewise the HUSBAND 

and WIFE in perfect relationship, unity and oneness. Different functions for each, but eternal 

equality relations. 

 

5.  THE GODHEAD-ANGEL-MANKIND-HUSBAND-WIFE RELATIONSHIP: 

 

As you can now see by the above drawing, all relationships are identically the same as comparison 

to the relationship within the GODHEAD. GOD'S CREATION (Angels, Mankind) must therefore 

maintain the same kind of relationship with God and their fellow creations in order to have a GOD 

KIND OF LOVE RELATIONSHIP. GOD'S TRUE RELATIONSHIPS are built on LOVE which is 

nothing more than everyone's OBEDIENCE to the MORAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD which is 

established on eternal TRUTH. ONLY those within the KINGDOM OF GOD and are OBEDIENT 

to the TRUTH OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD can enjoy the ETERNAL LOVE RELATIONSHIP 

THAT GOD INTENDED AT CREATION. 
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LESSON 2:  DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE IN THE BIBLE 

 

A.  GOD'S VIEW OF O.T. SINS PUNISHABLE BY DEATH 

1.  Rebellious Son (Deut. 21:18-21, also see Matt. 15:4) 

2.  Man worthy of death (Deut. 21:22) 

3.  Woman violated "maid" status - man couldn't divorce (Deut. 22:13-21) 

4.  Man & Married Woman (Deut. 22:22, John 8:3-7) 

5.  Engaged virgin (Deut. 22:23,24) 

6.  Man forcing a Virgin (Deut. 22:25,26) 

7.  Man and Virgin not engaged - man couldn't divorce (Deut. 22:28,29) 

 

B.  DIVORCE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

1.  Slave Girl (Ex. 21:7-11) 

2.  Priesthood Marriage Regulations (Lev. 21:7,14) 

3.  Widows & Divorced with Vows (Num. 30:9) 

4.  God through Moses sets the Laws of Divorce (Deut. 24:1-4) 

5.  Deut. 21:10-14  God orders Abraham to put away (Gal. 4:30) 

6.  Commanded to put away foreign wives. (Ezra Chap. 9 & 10) 

7.  Men married foreign wives, put away original wives, God therefore "hated divorce" or 

their divorcing wives in order to marry foreign wives. (Mal. 2:1-17) 

 

C.  DIVORCE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

1.  Joseph's problem (Matt. 1:18,19) 

2.  Whoso looks upon a woman (Matt. 5:27,28) 

3.  Exception clause - once stated cannot be retracted (Matt. 5:31,32) 

4.  For every cause? (Matt. 19:3-9) 

5.  Divorce, Marriage Defined (Mark 10:2-12) 

6.  Jesus on Divorce – repeat (Luke 16:18) 

7.  Jesus and Woman at the Well (John 4:16-18) 

8.  Woman caught in Adultery (John 8:1-11) 

9.  The subject is Law, Marriage is only an example (Rom. 7:1-4) 

10.  Paul's details about Marriage & Divorce & Remarriage (I Cor. 7:7-40) 

 

D.  OLD TESTAMENT MEN WITH MULTIPLE WIVES 

1.  Jacob (Gen. 29:16 - 30:26, 32:22) 

2.  Abraham (Gen. 16:1-4, 25:1-6) 

3.  Gideon (Judges 8:30) 

4.  Elkanah, Samuel's Father (I Sam. 1:1-10) 

5.  David (I Sam. 18:27, 25:42; II Sam. 3:24; 5:13) 

6.  Ashur (I Chron. 4:5) 

7.  Solomon (I Kings 11:1-8) 
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E.  GOD PERSONALLY USED DIVORCE 

1.  Isa. 50:1 

2.  Jer. 3:6-8 

 

F.  DIVORCED & REMARRIED SAINTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT MINISTRY 

1.  Operating the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. (I Cor. 12:7-11) 

2.  Operating the Offices. (Eph. 4:11-16) 

A.  One Wife (I Tim. 3:1,2) 

B.  One Wife (I Tim. 3:12) 

C.  One Wife (Titus 1:5,6) 

 

One wife at a time. N.T. eliminated point "D", Rom. 7:1-3 shows second husband or husband #2. 

Can't mean only one forever! 

 



 
 10 

LESSON 3:  THE PARENT AND CHILD RELATIONSHIP 

 

Why should we study the parent-child relationship? 

 

There has never been the breakdown in the parent-child relationship as there is today. The broken 

relationship at first glance appears to play no favorites as "Christian" homes as well as non-Christian 

seem to be infected with this disease of rebellion. Because of the tremendous increase of juvenile 

delinquency and rebellion of late, it would lead us to suspicion that our parents are slipping off from 

God's foundational principles of the parent-child relationship that generations gone by, practiced. It 

would behoove us to take time to closely examine God's principles of child rearing, followed by a 

long, hard and honest look at how consistently these principles are being carried out in the home. 

 

Introduction 

 

There are three main principles that God has laid out for parents in the raising of their offspring that 

will bring about a healthy three-way relationship between the parent, the child, and God Himself: 

 

1)  Training in the Word; Practice of prayer and praise 

2)  Parental discipline and correction 

3)  Physical-Verbal love and attention 

 

1)  TRAINING IN THE WORD: PRACTICE OF PRAYER AND PRAISE 

A.  God's plan is that the parents would teach/train their OWN children in the Word. 

1.  Command his children after him (Gen. 18:19) 

2.  Teach them to thy sons (Deut. 4:9,10) 

3.  Teach your children diligently (Deut. 6:6,7) 

4.  Memorize, practice, teach your child (Deut. 11:18,19) 

5.  Command your children to observe Law (Deut. 32:46) 

6.  Instruction of Father, Law of Mother (Pro. 1:8) 

7.  Father's commandment, Mother's Law (Pro. 6:20) 

8.  Father instructs (Pro. 13:1) 

9.  Parents train your children in the Word (Pro. 22:6) 

B.  Complete reversal in the last 50-75 years. 

1.  Youth Minister or S.S. teacher gives all spiritual training child will ever get. 

2.  Youth Minister becomes child's only advisor/counselor, dividing parent and child 

on the spiritual level. 

3.  Child relates to youth program or children's church, no longer able to relate to 

parent. 

4.  Child cannot survive on one spiritual meal a week. 

5.  Can't toss the programs (Only spiritual influence) 
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C.  How could parents get started teaching their children the Word? 

1.  Everyday (mealtime) read and discuss salvation, healing, baptism, etc. scriptures. 

2.  Have child memorize verses every week. 

3.  Three times a week give 1-hour study and quiz. 

4.  As a family, sing, praise and pray daily. 

5.  Help child to organize personal daily Bible reading, praise and prayer. 

 

*Parents must be diligent in this area as Satan will work extra hard to stop the flow of the Word in the 

home.  Fathers...bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4) 

 

2)  PARENTAL DISCIPLINE AND CORRECTION 

A.  Parents must see rebellion as God sees it. 

1.  God equates rebellion with witchcraft - abomination (I Sam. 15:23) 

2.  God will not tolerate rebellion: 

a.  In His kingdom (Gal. 5:19-21; I Cor. 6:9-11) 

b.  In the Church (Ezek. 20:38; I Cor. 5:1-13) 

c.  In the home (Deut. 21:18-21; I Sam. 3:13) 

3.  God cannot tolerate rebellion: 

a.  Allowing rebellion insults His holiness; Failure to prohibit gives seal of 

approval. 

b.  Unrestrained rebellion infects others. 

c.  Rebellion unarrested encourages rebellion, correction encourages 

repentance. 

B.  The family relationship of parent and child is an earthly type of our relationship to God. 

1.  Parents cannot tolerate rebellion in their children anymore than God can tolerate 

rebellion in parents! 

a.  If allowed, gives seal of approval (Ecc. 8:11) 

b.  Infects other family members (I Cor. 5:6) 

c.  Because they love them (Pro. 13:24) 

d.  Because God commands parents to prohibit rebellion in the home 

(Pro. 19:18) 

e.  Because parents stand to be judged if they do not correct rebellion 

(I Sam. 3:13) 

f.  Because chastisement will deliver the child's soul from eternal Hell (Pro. 

23:13,14) 

g.  Because correction brings maturity and wisdom (Pro. 22:15; 

Heb. 12:11) 

h.  Because parents will be brought to shame if they do not (Pro. 29:15) 

i.  Because the child will be a rest and delight to the parent if he does 

(Pro. 29:17) 
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2.  Children need to know the "RULES" of the game before you start playing. 

Go over scriptures with children showing and explaining the chain of command, 

rules and responsibilities and the consequences for violation. 

a.  Wise son hears Father (Pro. 13:1) 

b.  Listen to parents (Pro. 1:8; 6:20) 

c.  Protection for obedient (Eph. 6:1-3) 

d.  Listen...learn...live (Pro. 4:1-4) 

e.  Honor parents (Ex. 20:12) 

f.  Obey in all things - except 3 I's (Col. 3:20) 

g.  Rebellious worthy of death (Rom. 1:28-32) 

h.  Rebellious? Nor God's son (II Tim. 3:1-5) 

3.  Specifics of correction 

a.  WHEN to punish 

1.  The age to start discipline and training is from birth. 

a)  Birth-2 years = conditioning 

b)  2 - 7 years = train (right & wrong) 

c)  7 years - ? = training, reason 

d)  ? - leaves home = training, reason 

(Should not need physical punishment) 

2.  How soon after rebellion should punishment come? 

a)  Make sure child hears first request, made in a normal tone 

of voice, with a good attitude. 

b)  If child does not respond to FIRST request, execute 

judgment immediately. If parent gives second HEARD 

request, he has already allowed rebellion. 

c)  If in public place, take child to place where judgment may 

be administered. Punishment should follow rebellion as 

soon as possible. (The longer correction is delayed, the 

worse the situation becomes for both parent and child) 

d)  Correction is necessary and Scriptural when bad 

ATTITUDES as well as bad ACTIONS are manifested. 

(Matt. 5:27,28) 

b.  WHERE to punish 

1.  On the seat (Forethought on the part of God!) 

2.  Physically dangerous to slap on face (hearing loss) 

3.  For those too old to spank, punish where it hurts the most: LOSS 

OF PRIVILEGES 



 
 13 

c.  HOW to punish 

1.  Before parent deals with child he should make sure he can speak in 

a normal tone of voice having a good attitude. 

2.  Be certain that child knows why he is to be punished. (Make him 

tell you.) 

3.  Administer judgment with instrument, NOT with hand (because of 

association) Use the same instrument each time (because of 

association) 

4.  Have child ask parent's forgiveness. Then restore broken 

relationship with child (hug, kiss, kindness) 

5.  Pray with child asking God's forgiveness. Restore broken 

relationship with God. (2 years and up) 

6.  Do NOT bring to child's remembrance again!! 

 

*Parents must be in unison in the area of discipline. Fluctuation from one parent to another concerning 

household rules, responsibilities and punishment will bring confusion and discouragement tot he 

children. Parents must be consistent as well, for if children are not trained to respond to the spoken word 

of their parents, how shall they hear and respond to the inaudible voice of their Heavenly Father?!? 

 

...for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? (Heb. 12:7) 

 

3)  PHYSICAL-VERBAL LOVE AND ATTENTION 

A.  From birth, children need MUCH physical love from BOTH parents. 

If not received in the home, will search out and get elsewhere. 

B.  Children from birth need to hear BOTH parent's love VOCALIZED. 

Don't wait for them to ask. 

C.  BOTH parents must take a personal daily interest in each child by asking him questions 

concerning his "day" and really listening to all he has to say. 

Give child undivided attention. 

D.  Children need to have "Family Game Nights" in the home where BOTH parents 

participate. 

Children need to have a good feeling about their home (house)...A place to have fun! 

E.  BOTH parents need to participate in outside entertainment and activities with the 

children. 

Children need to know that the family is a unit outside the home. 

 

*Parents must not fail to supply all of the love and attention (physical and verbal) that each child needs. 

Remember that children who lack love from their parents will seek desperately to find it elsewhere.  

That they may teach (parents)...to love their children. (Titus 2:4) 
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Conclusion 

 

Most parents, "Christian" and non-Christian alike are failing to supply two out of three of God's 

requirements for a healthy three-way relationship between themselves, the child and God. Parents 

find that after attending to THEIR jobs, THEIR business, THEIR Hobbies and THEIR 

entertainment, they have little or no time left to give to the children on a regular, consistent basis. 

Many parents would argue that they do not have much time to spend with their children because of 

the "ministry" God has given them (pastoring, preaching, teaching, visitation, etc.) or the religious 

activities God has led them to be involved in (Fellowships, Bible Studies, retreats, etc.) If the 

activities or ministries parents are involved in leave them little or no time for their own household, 

then their involvement (in present measure) cannot be God-ordained! god is not the author of 

confusion. He has already told parents that their first obligation and "ministry" is to the family! 

 

The "Law of Harvest" (Gal. 6:7) that God has set up from the beginning is one that can be utilized 

for fantastic and eternally rewarding results or misused for horrible destruction, the outcome being 

left up to the parents. 

 

Above all, parents should be Christ-like examples to their children during the week, as well as on 

Sundays! Children will never admit it but they have a secret aspiration to be just like Mom and 

Dad!! 
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Summary 

 

Well-balanced, spiritually-minded children do not happen ACCIDENTALLY...they happen on 

PURPOSE!!! 

 

 
 

1)  Training in the Word; Practice of prayer and praise 

2)  Parental discipline and correction 

3)  Physical-Verbal love and attention 

a.  Many parents confess to teachers, pastors, child psychologists and other parents that their 

children's "leaves are brown." (ie. Their children are having problems in any one or all of 

the ten areas of the tree.) 

b.  Teachers, pastors, child psychologists and parents then proceed to deal directly with the 

"brown leaves" of the child's tree. 

c.  The problem is NOT the "brown leaves"; The problem is the ROOTS. 

d.  BAD ROOTS produce BROWN leaves; GOOD ROOTS produce GREEN leaves! 

e.  All concerned need to work with the ROOTS of the child's tree. 


